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THE HISTORY OF THE LIFE OF HENRY STERN

Marktbreis

Conforming to the wish of my children, I ﬁill attempt %o
entrust to paper a description of my life as far as I remember
1t, It will be very agreeable to me to let my experiences pass.
before my eyes, and if my children profit thereby, it will be
ail the better. Many things in my life, as I see them now, in
my mature years, I would have changed; many a thing I would have
left undone, but viewing my life as a whole, I now see that
People are humen beings and not angels. I look back with sstis-
faction and pride upon the results of my 1ife. Honesty, indus-
try, economy and embition I cwe to the example of my parents, and
especially to my father who procured for me, in accordance with
his means, not only'the opportunity to attend schools:; a ssréain

nervousness too has dexcended from him upon me and comnstitutad =

very important factor in my lifs.

I was born on the 8th of July, 1825, °in Marktbreit, & small
city in the district Unterfranken; Aschaffenburg,in Bavaria,
Although the little city numbered only two thousand inhabitants,
it‘beionged, nevertheless, to the more important commercial places
of Bavaria, for here were united products of hardware, groceries,
wines, grains and textiles with the agencies of the largest sugar
factories, and from heres the remowned stone print plates of Solen-

haefer were sent to all points of the world. The people at the
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head of these undertakinns wers all well educated; muny of
them had studied st the Univereity, and many of them had seen
the world -- aven Americat Liberal in their views, without
preéudioes along religioue linses, OFTZther &Hnes, these mon
constituted a cirole of friends~as is seldom esen, and I can
not blame my fatler, who'~in daily intorcourse with thoee men
=" n slags of beer, for not bsing able to puke up his mind to
move to Vtrzburg or Hamburg -~ which would huve been especially
advuntageous for his wholesula business 1n yarns, HMarktbreit
is situated on the left bunk of the liain and & svall brook

with little water, named 3roit, which cmpties into theo Nain,
The valley &d j0oina hills which are gix hundeed to einht hundred
feet hih, and ﬁhicﬁ are ovoergrown with vinevards, At the top
of‘one of thece hilla 43 a woll progerved ruin of a chapel,
which was destroyed by the Swedes in the Thirty Tears Wure

The preorle call it the Kapgellﬁﬁh’ttle Chapel).  From this
roint one hus a eplendid view of the fertile Nain vulley and -
foothills of the Rhonggebirge% (range of hills.) Twenty-five
villages can be seen from hore.

Bow often I wélked with my parento end sisters and
brotlers up to that place in order to enl,y the viewl! These
wolks cauced me such Joy that they are still alive in my
memory. Anotlrer walk wasg to the'sdﬁoalled Grenbergi®ay botweon
larktbreit  «.nd Obermbreit, which legd betwsen besutiful gardens
and bouleva;da. and of which, I aﬁ gsorry to suy, thcre remains
no truce. The railroad has oconfiscated the entire land, and

whore formerly ocomfortublo rest could be found,.where the odor
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of flowere and the song of birde charmed us, reigns now the
puffing looomotive; ideals have to give way to the gpirit of
the times. I muet not forget to mention the villages of  ~
Harktetift, Ochsenfurt und begnit The latter was the birth-
C qramd-torantsy .
place of my grandfathcre on my mother's side, to which frequent
axoursions were maode, espssoially at the ocoasioneg of the .
anniversaries of tho dedication of the church, sausoge feasts,
edebratinnrs
/ ond dedication feests. *
Ly fatﬁer'e house was situsted at the front cide
of the Schueter*él?aeee (Shoemaker's Alley). The walls of the
rear side stood close to the brook. This brook which had in
gummer so 1ittle wator, grew with the melting of the enow in
b sk 202l
spring, se—Yuege that 1t often reached a height of eighteen to

twenty feet, und did great damage by overflowing. The Shoe-
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makor's Allsy, our streot, was the worst of all because 1t

wos located only sbout eight feet above the lavel of the bed
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of the stroam, und therafore, slmosi annually d4d the water

T

snter the house, often uaimest 10 tle second siory. Everything

e

.that was contuained in the logur etoriea had to be taken awny,
E \ and usually very quickly, for moat alwaye the water roeached

| 4 it8 highest point in less than twelve hours, und it took iwo
I 40 three days until 1t had fallen gufficieytly so that it

t ,_: *  diseppeared from the inner part of the house, leaving behind

e

a great desl of mud and dirt, On sccount of thess periodical
conditions, our house renained damp and unheulfhy. but the

.force of habit is so‘§§£E§ that my father oould noﬁ make up
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his mind to change his dwelling to o point 1lying higher‘
in the oity. It is not improbubdlo that this uniisaltihy
home was partially the ocaume of the early death of my
dear mother, andlthe cause of the long-lusting sufferings
of my father. '~ For us children the time df the flocd was
.a great celebration. The étreot was orogséd by rowing in
14ttle bosts, even in small wine kegs. All necessary
asrticles of food we had to obtain in euch a manner, and
we considered ourselves to be important personuges on
account of our holp in taking out the things, snd later on
plucing them back in the rooms. The houss Was or;ginally
a double house, with a éommon ehtranoe; one-half was
inhobited by our porents and theilr fanily, ond the other
by the family Mnier, with their ochildren. No friendly
relationship existed between the families and our mother
espocially had o good deal of anger and annoyance® through
thie family, eo that father in the year 1834 decided to
buy the other hulf of the house from llaiers.. The house
was appropristely re-built, as it still atands today.
This family Maier were the parents of lLena Heim and two
gsons, who since then =~ in aéito,of.tha woalth of their

parents = diod in poverty.
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Great Grandparente,
Sisters and Brothers.

My grandparents on my mother’s side were called
Segnitz, and their home was in the village of -Segnitz, but a
jong time before my birth they lived in Gelnhausen, Q%ere
they had s small dry goods store, They were ranoﬁneﬁ for
their honesty und were groatly respected. My dear mother
V, vigited them in the year 1830, after a separation of nine
years, and ot that time took me and my brother lerman with
her. My groat grundfiather was still alive at that time, bud
was blind and confined to her bed. She Tacognized us though-
by feeling with her hgnda. and always had 1little peppermint
candies ready for us. Although.l viglted my grahdparents
later on at two different times, as I will mention in the
' gourse of avents, I will have very little to record of tham
and what impreésion I reoefved at that timo;

0f my grundparents on my fsiher's side, I know dnly
what my father hus told me occasgionally. They moved at
the end of the last century from Adhen to Markibfeit in the
neighborhood of which the near relatives of my grandfather
lived. It wus probably on sccount of religious persecution
that my grandfather moved. The 6ares for daily bread and
ﬁany acoidents over-shadowed almost their entire 1life., All
their children werc stricken at the same time with small pox
and only our father reouperated, but showed the pod(marke

of the eickness., All his sisters und brothers diesd of trhis
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iisp-ese, which nust have been for my grandpurenis égé most
terrib]o grief. They 1ived in the sume house with my parents
and were also troublad by the annual fleod. A%%%Qﬂ?hhihﬁ
river rose twice tc an unusualéégéébe the last time y in the
year 1411, the water rose 10 ihe second story of ¢he house, in
consequence of which my gfanapérents hudé to romain with the
ohildren for two doys and two nights on the roof. The rosulis
of this flood were terrible. crandmother, who had coumht a
gevers ¢old became 111 from this time on and died, as fur as
I know, in the year 1817. This flood caused many logses e
the—eortugee—of my grandfather; for 4he water cuused a groal

deal of dumage in his stores of yarns, and who knows whather he

could have made good thess lossos if the Protestant minister
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of the city hud net ailded him by the loan of f1. The
grateful reoognition of this greet service wus never foraottan
and dasoondea gleo upon our father py who was devoted with
erecial 1love to the Protestant minister. Yy graundfather, with
hiz only son, our father, continued to work alone and had as 8
housekeeper only one servant for the house and kitchen. One
can realize that s servant can not £i11 the position of house-
wife. It was neoegsary, therofore, that as goon 28 rossible a
wife ahouldngézgg the reins of <¢the household, and thess con-
ditions wera the reason why my grondfather insisted ihat Yy
father, who wes only twenty years old, ghould look for a wife.

Pato wos kind to him. In the year 1820 & youns, besut 12wl gl

gixteen-yeur o0ld Miss Clare Segnitz ocame to0 Segnits to vieit

her relatives. There my father beoams &6qnnin$ed with her and
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1earned to love hor and was huiry to gain her affection. The
pmazriage was yerformed with the oonsen} of the paronie on both
sides &nd the wﬁdding wugM:olebrﬁto;:i}o folldwing yoar, 1821,
. owing to the tonder age of the couple, und surely this murriege

Maaed-&r
was Geterrinot—omr in heaven. The young wife, our mother,
although she wus only seventeen years old (she was born in 1804)
fulfilled her duties gladly and untiringly - though they wére
not easy for so young a woman. Sho was to our fother o faith-
£l wife und ocounsellor in good and bad times, and as the [/l
pnuzrow conditions in wbioh she lived demandédigﬁe was exceading-
1y economical. She sought and found her happiness im her home.
She tried as far as moans and time allowed, to aducate herself
'intellectually; esushSI?;r inatanoe,later on wzete the prayegg,,
for her ahildren, which were simple and unassuming, came from
tke hesart, and touched the heart. Our moiher was plous at
heart, witihout diéplay. This was true jplety. All soaots wore
equslly respeoted'by her. She was not as lideral in her views
as weea faller, but the pioty that she felt and whioch she exercis-
ed as a‘principle in har 1ife wae highly respectad. That such a
good woman and wife became u most exoellent mothor was only
natural. 8eorificing in the extreme and ecbove her strength,
ghe devoted herself to the education of her children, who
folléwed cloee omo aftor the other, with a lovexgﬁz;~a mother
is Oapablq of9 ingoharging 8ll the duties of the housshold
and in part also those of the business, She knew how to plant

in our hoarts hy her example and by her loving words, that
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desire to work, oconomyg%honea%y and to do rocd. lany &
time che arose in the morning at three ofclock when she had
washday or when cuke was buoked for days of celebration, and
414 not yield 1o the urgent protests of my fatrer, gince she
concidered it to be her duty. When she used ic eay to us
after we had committe@ childish pranks: ighat ie wrons and -
14 hurts me," this éxerted a greater influsnce thun the harsh
punishments of our father, which did not fail to come, We

children looked up to her as to a higher being - our love and

respect wos without bounds - and 81l our acquaintunces in the

< village ?aid her the sume respeot, and what a satisfuotion

* 4¢ 48 to be able to write down these words in memory to her,
as a xribute_of my respect and never-onding lovei

" jiy futher was born on the elxth duy of Narch, 1799.
He wes the youngest of the family:ygé*zkh&va aircady said - |
the only one who survived that awful gicknees, small yox. I
do rot know what education he had, only he often told me that
Lhe was forced to wulk:?ery day to Obembreit in order to
gtudy the Tulmud, for my grandfather wase orthodox 4in relirion.
&t is th?refore ose surprising that father, when he reached
manhood, fejected the religious idess ingrufted in his
youthful mind, and devoted himeelf to liberal views aﬁd
taught these to his ohildren' without seeking to influenos
their fudgment after thoy wers grown up and.oupnble of
ludging for themeelves, Our father was a gifte@ mun, who

unfortunstely did not have the oprortunity to cultivate his
noturel gifts. In his youih he is 8aid to hove besn o very

good violinist.
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I heve never seon him pluy} on—%hs—vfh&r-han&% he was to the
end of his 1ife a great lover and appreciator of music. He
wielded a skillful pen and wos well trained in commercial
gﬁiéﬁﬁéé. ambitious in all forms of knowledge, and 1t is &
fact that I have learned much from him. He grew up with
thae sons of the most rospected citizens and the %3§§€f65§?%§
with these until the end of hie 1ife exerted a veluable in-
fiuence in every dircotion. 70 the children he wes & vVery
worthy model, wLich we rospected with love &nd revarence,
and elso the citizens of the plece respected him and trﬁated
him, which they showed by oconferring upon hinm different
muniocipal offioces of honér. He wate for mgny yeais city
..deputy, ocontrolled the Lunioipal Savings Bank for Servapts
" und dWorkmen; he wus diraotor of the hospita%‘22916;§£EEEEE§§)

geveral times tbe‘iojiﬁyat the Royal Government spoke of his

gemigdannual reports as model reporte. He was tweniy=-two years

0ld when he married and assumed the duty h~fw;v-5'?;
mother's 1ife, and how hard it must have been for him in
meny respects, since'the worrymggéﬁdaily bread was 80 great.
On the day of g?g‘mariiaga grantfather aigned}over his
business snd retired. Cheorfully, with great perseverancs
and economy the young'people entered upon the batile of

1ife and had the satisfaction to see that thelr work wes
vlessed and afforded them the means to support their large
family'and to eduocate them decently., Grandfather 1ivéd
‘until 1827 and was peventy years old, 5 was but two yours

""01d a8t thot time and oon no longer remember him. Ly asisters
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and brothers.‘in the trder of the year of their birth,

wore as followe:

Solomon born 1422 died 1447

Morris died as a chiid

and I born in 1825

Herman born in 1826

Benjanin vorn in 21928 died when hs
was 3 years o0ld.

Bernhardt born in 1832 |

Malohin born 1840

Lene ' born 1841 |

Louise born in 184k

“In the course of my narrative I will mention them

-

repesatedly.




My Childhood Yoors in Markibreit.,

Who does not romember with delipght the precious yeors
of his childhood, in which the days puse by'in morry child's
play, whom no cares disturb our life in vwhich the suns raye
of a mother's love shino in the home, and the seriousncss
of the father prepare us for the problems of future life?

This heppiness wes my part and is te ms a most wonderful
| memory.

| Althoygh I h=ad a weakengd constitution, in consequencs
of sopofula, and inflamed eyes as well as rash on ny huad,vI
wue healthy end livoly as any other boy. In winter I coasted
down the hill on o 1i%tle eled, &t the end of which hill was
a8 ditoh eizhteen feot deep. One sled followad close upon the
other. The boys oll laoy wit:k their stomachs on the gled
steering with their feet. .Like lightning the ride went on
und it d1d not heipen infrequently that the boys all fell inte
the ditch below. Thie did not haypen to me, but one time &
geled wont over me and goeled my leg. Tbha scars can bo seen
today. Bathing in the kain also gave us groat pleasure’in
the summor months, but was strictly forbidden unless father
asocompanied us. Shooting with bow and arrow was ons of our
favotite games. Hermen and I ong%rs%gtagll of the window
panes from our npighbbr'svhoméjopp091me\a A groat fuss was
nade and father naturally had to pay for all of the panes
and we were gevere\}y runished. Another time we»shoq:up»quﬁL;

in ordsr to ses who ocould ghoot highest. My arrow foll

3
I
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on the roof und broke & pisce of tile. On acoount of.my eors
ayes I could not look up and thersfore did not notice the

danger. The tile fell on my heed and had to be cut out. I

was indeed a child of ég;;%% for our dear mother. Every few
days something else was wrong, which cauéed my dear motliser a
great doaul of worry. When I was Tive and Eerman four years

0ld we were still suprosed to slocep 1ﬁ'ihe afternoon, but we
could not do it ond played all sortis ofAtrioka as soon as

mother hud gone away. One duy we had obtoined from & tinamiih
of our neighborhood a piece of tin, which we took ulong to gue ¢
bed, and which we tried to make very shiﬁy by rubbing with epito.
1 was unlucky again and swallowed a little thiree cornered

riece, which almost choked me. Luckily our dear mother noticed
through a little window that I was becoming quite blue, sent

for the dootor, but before he came the piéoe of ¢tin had alrsead:y
passed out, in consequence of & violent bdating on ths back and
vomiting. Two more incidente I wish to relate, which ocuused

both such f?}&htj: that father mentions them in his diary. ¥

wa8 perhaps fougJ;;Ars 0ld and slept with Herman in the room of
our purents, when in the night at two o'clock I suddenly

awaokened with loud ories and insisted that there was a terrible .
drunming in my ear. Since I continued to complain a dooctor

was sent for, who with a little twaezéra extracted a living fly
out of my ear, and remurked that it had been high iime for in
this way a'danperous ooncussion of the brain could have

originuted. Sﬂt thut tdunn. I 4134 not go to bed

without putting cotton in my earse.
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Oons bpeautiful afiernoon my denr mother was taking
a walk with Herman and me, How morry wo were and hew much
;:we enﬂoyed {4 -- then eguddonly & stomo thrown by an unknown
'hand stzuck me on the knee cap, 8o thai 1 fell, bad to be
© narried home upa wus kept there for many weeks. I might
‘;Awrita of many other 1ncidentg/cf gohwurgs@onert. small
exocursione to the:%elsen:kellerﬁ (rocky:bellara) etao, but

1t wuld lead me too far afisld,

1 received my £irst inmstruction in reading and
writing from my dear mother, and she was exceoedingly proud
that 1 wos wgll grounded when I sntered the public sohool
at the nge of Bix yoars. This school was very good,
under protestant supervision, und 811 children made greas
progrees in elemeontary branches: my first teacher wus

J Cqntor Mueller. After Pne and one-half yééra 1 entersd the
Latin school, the teacher of which was Pgstor Bischoff,
a strict but vary capable teacher, whom I liked vergununh.
Acoording to Buvarian low, I was ohliged %o receiﬁe religious
i{netruction according to the Jewish religions This cume
ywioe a week for one year. The tencher's name was VYeiner.
He was o very capahlb man, but I profited very 1ittle from
this instruotion, which was not interesting to me.

~ Somothing happoned vhich wos of far reaching

tnflvence in my education. My brother Solomon, three
years-older thaen I, who also sttendsd the latin scheol,
suddenly doveloped s swelling on his right temple, whioch
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jnorensed day by day und #hich the moet skiiliful doctors
were unsble to explain. Being questioned whetlor he had
roceived & blow or haud fallen, he wlwoye enswered "no.”

The dootors confronted & problem which gpeemed to them very
remarkuble, and evon the doctors from Wir%gburg were con-
gulted. After & year's time, after solomon had boen cutl
eighteen times, the swelling disappoured and Splomon become
well agein, but soon it appeﬁrned'that a weakness of body
end mind had resulted, und in order to heanl this the doastors
advised a change of elr and plaeéo Iﬂ—%;g;?—ﬁc prevent

poss ible hymesickness it was decided that I was to accomjany
Solomon und was to visit the 1atin school et Schweinfurt .
This was the rceson that I, when so young = not yet nins
years 014 ~<loft my home and from thiec time on spent go litile
t14me in the company of my dear mothey and my dear futher, a
lack which pains me even today when I think of it.

Before I continue I must remark that our parents
offered opportunity to the ch%ldren to aduoate tbemeelves
Qlong musical lines. Solomon and Herrmn chose tle piano,

1 chose the flute. I had already %onquered the Tirsi
diffionlties of pi&ying this instrument end hod made groat )
progreas, when upon the very,etriot command of our §36§?17'
Dootor, Doctor Weinreieh, I was forced to ﬁiaoontinue the 8
oxeroises, and since I & 1ittle jater left hom§ %he study

of music was disoontinued;
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In March, 1834, fathor, Solomon wnd I travelled by

. wagon to Schweinfurt - a distance of sbout aix hours.

There our fother prosented ue to the reotor of the
Gymnasium, Ohlenschlaeger . .Je were exomined and both plaoc-
ed ir. the second latin class. The reotor thought 1t wise
that children sghould roceive religious instruction. In
Schweinfurt this could be done only in Protestant and
Catholio religions. With the consent of my father and the
rector, we waere placed togqther with the Trotestant children
in regard to religious inetruction, cttendance at church,
and Sunday achooi. Just as our comrodes were. With the

recorme ndation of the reotor.vwe were acoceyrted in the

>
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family of Professor Weinand, where we hed board and room

ond werse kindly recnived and treated, so that we found a

partial substitute for the home of our parents. The

Professor, especially, wae very kind. He not only entered ufoinas
our childish 1douse, but auﬁerviaod our work and troated us |

as if we were hisg own children. He was very fond of taking

P

" long walldy, oarly in the morning in order to seo the sun
riso. Although we 1likeod to go with him, we déisliked the
early rising between three and four o'clook, Ho and his E

wife (o doughter of the postmastor Goetz of Schwoinfurt) ﬁ
were strioct Catholics and avery morning we.weré aprinkled-
with holy.water in the name of theqt’ather. Bon, and Moly

Ghost, No loaf of bzead wae over out without f£irst making

P -4
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the sign of tho oross above 14, They wero very itolerant
4o others of a differont falth and in our cass® i% wos the
gstrange coincidence thut Wwe wers born <ewe, Wwers onrolled
as Protostant childron, placed in chargo of wvery strict
Catholics. In apite of ihe kind reception, Sclomon was
vary homesick and ho returned after a few months io Marktbreit .
I, however, ronoined in Schweinfurt ond was promoted in the
yeor 1835 to the third cless. The profeesor of this class
was oa8llod Yfirsch. There was a ¥8ry friondly rclation

between him and hie pupils, so that many of them raseed their

jeisure time in his home, whore ot timea they made o great

desl of noise und the wife of the Profossor had to chase
them home. There wore fourteen or fiftesen rupils in this
clﬁsa\und\%hore_wua\laudablewamhit1on.  my main rivals for

e P N W
the unnual honors wore Schmidt and Baumgarﬁgrvwihenformar

1ater on beoume & Catholic priest and the lstier & Protestant

“minister., Our main studies were Laetin, und Greek, while

6thar coursos such as Garman language, mothematies, hiatory

and geography were secondary in importance; also swimming

. and gymnustics wers obligatory. At the end of the semestier

I wes vory proud to receive the vrecond goneral prize in
progress and was promoted to the héxt higher class. Dis-
tritution of prizes took place in a large baell in the |
presence 6f all professors, pupils, parents and frionds.
Whoevér roceived s prize was called to coms forward, bowed

to the picture of the King, to the publioc ond professors, )
ond while the orohestra playcd, the reotor handed over 1o -

him the prize --- which consisted of & book. ILater om I
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was honored repeutedly in this munner, but alwaye tfembled

with excitement éo much that 1 was plad to e allowed to

roturn to my place. The next yoar passed withoutl gepecisl

ooccurrences except that I was allowed to spend the vacation
tfor fow weeks)

time et home, and greunt was my Joy to see uguinAmy dear

mother, my dear father and sisters and brothora.
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Wurzburg

In the year 1938 I ontered the Gymnasium in Wé;Zm
burg: the soraration from my beloved Professor ielnand und
hip wife wwue vory haord for we, 1 am sorry tovsay Yhat they
did not got alonm very well later on. Tre profogeor died
during hie best yoars, lecving his wédow and two ochildren,
who roocoived only & very small pension which scarcely provide
ed*?heir wants. In Wurzburg I lived with a fomily nomed
Xohn. They more the parents of our brother-in-iaw Julius.

I was trere soarcely a year when one day futhar visitod me
and‘informed me that he and my dear mother ha¢ oconsidered
very ocrefully whether it wus odvissble for me to continue

my siudiee. llo represented to me how littile prospect there
ﬁas for o Jow, even after completed studies, to reoeivé an
office or to boocome independent; <hat tho conditions of his
property seemed to show that ii{ was not fuir to the other
ohildren that so much money be spent for years on'thé
education of one son. It was decided that I was to enter

the Lierchants?! Cluss and my father went with me to Trofescor
Feller to inform him of my leaving at the end of the semestar.
He thourht u© good deal of mo und begged father urgently not

to do it, but there was nothing to be said ugainet tho argufients .
of my fathor. . '
' I entered the Comm@Foidl ‘sohool of Mr, Klatz, re-

mained there for nine months in owrder to learn bobkka@ping9
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comme roinl arithmetio and French, but profited 1itils.,
I do not know whether 1t was m& Tfault, or whothor i1 was
the fault of the method of Ainstruction., It wus aboul the
and of the ye or 1839 when 1 returned to my purentc. ~In
the followinr ﬁonths I learned a 7reei deal mors throuéh the
instruction of my fether than I 4id ia the Sohbol of Commerce.
It was gt that time that I noticed, with a heavy heart; how
much my parents grieved over the sad condition of Solomon.
Fe was healthy to be sure, but hie mind remained cloudy.
He was apprenticed with a dyer, remuined thers for three
years, but all in vain., My dear mdther worriaed about it
day and night and wept whon she looked vt him. In the years
'of his youth and childhood he could hardly be controlled. In
later yvars he apeﬂt his time in useless dreams, until his
end. Ly dear mother at last hud the joy ihat her long
cherished wigh to have a daughter was fulfillsd. ¥alchen
wase borﬁ and in the following year Lena, tt ales, she could
not enjoy this comfort for long.

In the courege of the winter father correevonded
with S, Hermannees's Sons in Carlsruhe With-reference-%o my

..entering 4g an aypprentice in their business. Thecd gentlo=
made

men the condition that wug tp reme for three ars
~rde ey },«i& wf‘ég 42"%%@ dee) i@wa @AM

apprenticeship for six hundred £ avfg¥em§cnmﬂ;.fe;_nbigh_l,

b ) ~

was to gﬁﬁ: beard and room. I% was agreed wpern that I waa

to meet in April, 1840, one of my prinocipls - Theodor, =

in Frankfurt, end was %0 acoompany him to Carlsruhe; & -
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few weeke before the snaugenent of Dr. Sagnitz, & brother of
) ‘ b nc ety crTade
my mother with Fraulein lwchel in Rppelbach was 10 teke plues,
where grundfather and many rolat ives were to meetl. Ny
perents deoided to go Lhdre $00, und since this villepe 18
locuted betwoen Wﬁrzburg and Frankfurt they could asccompany
me to that ploce. It wus o large family gothering and my
mother esreclally was Vory happy 4in moeting all, and es-
peaially her #ather, but when it was time to take leave
mother ocould not part with me, end voiced her praaentémenﬁ
that she would never again see me (which was the ocase later
on.)’-l travelled with grendfather and an uncle to Geln-
hausen, and remained there until we rocoived notice from Heo
Yg-gﬁ%%;;gf:; come to0 Frankfurt. Tired and weary 1 arrived in

Garlsruhe and was réceived by the -fother of my principsl

with these words, ™vhat emaociated 1ittle fellow are you
bringing me, &ib will be blown over'by eny gtrong wind®"
This was my entrance in the house im whiéh 1 epent the most

beauntiful years of my life.
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Carlsruh®
were
Therefthres principals and fourteen fo fifteen

employees. Among then, besides myself, were two apprentices
by the name of Westheimer snd Weil, The employess all hud
room and board with ihe differont employers. I was seni

40 Mr.Lfuis Hermunn, who wus at ihat time o widowerﬁ @u%
married again a year luter. The business cgigi;%egzéf
manufactured goods end dry goods, wholessle and retail, As
youngest apprentice, l-was sent into the retall businsss

and my work consited of opéning the stdre, sweeping and duste
ing ef the goods, In time I waos permitted to sopy & leiter -
~but thut was only given as a opooiul fuvor, Tha board wos
good, but insgufficient, and still we dared only secretly

" to buy for a few pennies rye bread to appease our hunger.

We oalled thess loaves of broad vgighs." " The work given
to me did not satisfy my ambiition. One of my prinecipals saw
that they could use me much better in snother capmeity. I
‘wae iransferred to the wholesale business und took &ll
roesible care 1in order th&t I ocould soon serve cusiomers.

I wus given more work in the office.and grpdually corres-
pondonco&.§336 entrusted to me, with whioch 1 bechmd soquaint -
0d very quiokly. WhBoever would not be aggrossive in this
busine ss would not be prombtted; Such wus the cass of my
fsllow agprentioes. whom I had soon surpassed. In Larch,
1842, I was surprised by the vieit of my faiher. Great was
ny Joy to see him agein and to hear of my dear mother and

sigters und brothers. THe brought me a loving ietter from
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my desr mother, ihe lest lines ihet 1 recoived from her, which
T still poseess. She wae st that {4me quite well, but not
entiroly free from the reins in hor chest, which she had had‘
for yeure. The childron - Ma;chen and leno were a great
" Yoy to her, and no one had any}gééégégo;;ﬁow goon her end was
to cone. .After s short stay my fother travelled to Kaisers-
1autern, ond home. April pzesed and May without my receiv-
ing uny news from home. From duy to dey I bveceme mora rest-
less until Tinglly I ennounced to my principeale that I would
go home at once. Now they could no longer postpone the
obligation they hud &ssumed. to impart to me as carefully
a8 poesible the~gre§t oatostrophe. Theodor Hermann imparted
to ﬁo that my dear motler was dangerously 411 .and at ihe
very moment I knew that the worst bsd come. I was siunned
and quite beside myself with fright - eo much so that Theodor
could not tell me in detsil. Not until the mext day éia ﬁe
 hend over to me the letter of my deur father,(which I still
poesess, ) who in mreat deapair described the details‘of the
sud eondition, snd even now I remember with a shudder those
~ days which I epent orying. Tre dear mother héd ﬁoen takenllé
by a slight gickness. The family doctor haprened to be
pregent when ghe suddenly celled out "how strange I feel,"

and at the sume moment that precious life had~odme to an

end. The 15th of April, 1842, was the lamentable day on whioh

our beloved mother was snatoched from us. Father lost a groat
‘deal more and his despair is oasily understood. Fe not only

loet a fait¥Bul companion, the lovebbf his youth, and his
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comfort ond heid in the etruggls of 31ifs., Thore rosied upon
him slone the cure of & 1afge houeehold and the education of
his children. lalchen and lena, and Bernhardt sleven yoars
0ld, I myeelf wus uway from homg; Solomon fssble mindod, and
only Yermunn could render any assistance {o father, In this
disugrecubls pﬂsigion fatrer rad 10 make up his mind to £ind

- & housekeoyer, bul herdin also he had ead oxperiénoese for 4t
wus not & groot while before the greater rart of the large
store of linen hed disappearad. Tha childron worc nonlected.
Our grandpurents and ;rionda of my fathsr thore?ora urgod

l (L/\M’o(f
him, ufter a ysartg time, to meet this 1amentable-poeitian

S hy marrying ugain - oppociully as thore seemad to be a good
oprortunity in the peraon of Fraulein Louise EZppstein, who
was at trhat ¢ime th:r%y-three yoears 0l1d. This younz women
~ had e very ugrecable appeerance and kindness of heart, and
: other feminine virtues, uand was worthy of Beooming the
succeseor to our dear mother. ‘dAhat father 5xpeoted of her she
fulftlled in tho short time of her aoctivity in the ocomplstess
manner. I, myself, 4id not become acquainted wi;h he;. but
her letters (which I still heve) prove that she had & noble
character ond 4 hish conception of hor 4iffioult duties.
The children loved her and father found a sympathetic heart
and euprort but alae for but o short tims. She died aft@r'
one year, 1844, a faw weoks after the birth of our doar
sister Louise. Thess woroe again terrible sed daye in our
home. Muther was almost in 8esppair and could not reouroraste

for a-long time from this dlow, but neoecessity foreced him

t0 control himself,and although he was pursued by misfortume,
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fortune fu?ored him in the c¢rolce of hie third wife in ths
yeer 18465 in the cholce of Frisderiocke Sulbeck ho received
a feithful compunion, end a resl mothor for the childran,
and ell clune to her with love and with reépeot recognized
her us their mother. But I will return to Carlsruhe wheze
I wap oocupiod 8 rathery reepongible poeition far from the
.-Bcéne of these Bzd cccurrences. The time o2 my apyrrentice-
‘shﬁp Wug over. I was engaged for two yesrs at 209 %ana 200 fquA&f
resﬁoctively. with free board and room. In the year 1845 and
46 I received 600 f1. por year, and in the year 1847 up 4o
the time I left I received a thoueand fldehioh was, &t thos
time, o rather unueually high ealsry. In the year 1843 the .
first bookkoepor and corraspondent.aeft our firm and this
‘position of trust was offared to me. I accopted it withocut
giving up entirely my Position as salesman., The consequence
wa8 that during the duy time i was usually busy in ths storee

rooms, towurd evening I took up the books und extensive
gorrespondencs. There waere often %went& and mors lotters to
be answered, and punotually at 8:00 o'ologk I had %o bring
theee lotters to Thoordor Hormann to be signed, 1In the year
184 wo had thirty looms in the Jail at Bruchsel, tweniy in
that of Pforzheim, und twenty to thirty private ldomaa The .
supervision of this worl, the direotion, the patierns which
‘ had to be made. the choice of the different kinds of yurns’ :
for each stylo === &8ll of this wae my work. In 16844 my
principals bought the so=-called Alleehaus (Boulevard Housc)j
on the street leading to Durlack, To change 1% into oloth

~
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millas I tkureforswent to the weaving districls of Wurtenw =

berg, hired Siedellingen a muster workman, and bought the
negegeary loomg, Under these circumstiances I worked under o
strain in t{he months of Sertembnr,'Octobor. and iovember.

I worked’cvery night until 1w lve ond one ofclock, and avem .
Sunday afternoon I could not rest. j@&gonly‘p;easure which .
I allowod myeelf was 10 go to ithe theetre om Sunday nisht.

My prinoipals showed me how much they valued my activity, bui

in moet of the instunbea I had to dacgide according to my own
Sudgment. One Sundsy evening 1 went with an scquainiusnce to
theAthuatre. and went ae usual to the‘third.gallery for eigh%eea'
rennies. ‘The "Artos}an 7811 was 1o be given, I8 had been
'waiting for a quartér of un hour wisn we noticad that the

public hastenod to the exit, without knowing the reason why

" fthay did os., Suddenly the ory of wflreh pame, and at the same
morment & pillar of flume rowucied ﬁo theoeiling; a8 i1 was linsd
‘with kay it causght flamé at onage. Evéryone ruched to tho

single entrasnce. Lany of them were trampled down on the stair-
way - others rouched the second lowesi stairocaso, hut that was
burning bedly and they could get neither forward nor backward.
The official 1ist mentions sixty names as oaéualtiee° but 4% .

is believed thst the number was a very much 1urgér one, I
remalined quietly gn my geat in this gconfusion, amidet‘tho

ories - especislly as my seat waus fartherest awey from the

door. Then & gentleman who sat near me remarked that at some
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pelebcotion or smother, awmd hadAa gooond exit: by pounding
asgoinst the wall this was found/becuuso 14 was cnly coverad
with the wull puper. We opened it and walked safély down
the many sters and out of the theatre . Here I founé my
principal? wko roceived me with great reloicing, ?ecauec
thsy hod ulréady sconsidered mé lost. Our rescuer'wus nane d
Reu%iinger and weg rewarded with a gold watch by my principals,
and by the grund duke wiih & badge of merit. The fire had
started in thie way; & gervant had taken off the hurner of
‘& gas Jet which s b 5% to burn and had 1ighted the v’
gas end several other gas lightg, As the door wua open the
drsught turned the flume to”%he wooden wull, which was ooveze=
ed with essily kindled moterisl. This caught firé at once At
and within five minutes the flume had set the whole theatrs
ablaze.. fho fire originated in one of the ants rooms of
the box of the grand duke. Groat and goneral was -the ghoom
in Carlsruhe = 80 much more go &8 muny families fiourned for‘}
their membore. During the following years nothing arscial
nappened in Carlsruhe. Polltles oocupiod the mindés; the
people ond Parlismont inclined to liberel views end even
tke Court of the Duke agreed and proceeded in their new lawe
" a8 far as u state of the German confederacy could RO |
levertheless, im the fall of 1847 there was unresi every-
vhere.  The breutﬁof the French Revolution affected the
German neighbore, who droamed of'a Repudlic, Wt whot oould
@ small state 1like Bgden accomplish? In January andAFebruﬁry

’
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1848 there.woro strained political conditions, so that ell
bueginess wos at & etand eiill and the possessing claes |
believed their proparty 1o be threatened, My principals
hid in tle cellar a rather large sum of money: 511 men cap-
able of bearing - arms forned military componies which were
algo loined by our employers, and ﬂoined lnser g2 the voluntary
t:poPB. The youne people #piled to recognize the soriousnoss
of the conéition‘und jooked upon it as & Joke. ELven ip my
early ybuth I had been told that the goal of my ambiiion was
to be America, and that I was %0 found there not only my own
futura. tut that of my sisters and brothers. In the un-
cor@uin public couditions 1 conceived the dae;re {0 carry ‘
out thigs plan sooner than I had in mind. 1 had accepted this
. position for saveral years = nevertheless 1 requestsd my
release and guve ug o roeason thut for the large salary wkich
1 drew I could not give suffioient gervices, and that mno one
could foretell how long this condition would lewst. 7ith
greast reluctance ny principals oongéented., I was to leave
on the Pirst of Kay, so that 1 might £ind time to teke stook
and close up the books completely, This was domne-on the first
of Liay, 1848, und I travelled ai once with the most oordial
wishes of my employers and fellow-workmen, aend with many
presents from all gldea, toO Markttreit, --- whioch I had 1eft
aight years before and had not seen & again.

T
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From Marktbreit to New York

I did not heve ihe sume feelings of Joy when I

now entered my home again. I knew that many changes had
taken pleace snd thet I would no lonper find my dear mother.
The realily excesvded by far my usnxiocus pressniamonts - and

1 could not begome sucustomed to it 4n the first days., I
fe1lt exceodingly unhapry ond strange to find ineload of my
dear mother & woman who, up to that time, had been a stiranger
to mé -~ of whom, to be sure, I bad heard many good things,
.but to whom I had to foroe myeelf to use the title of mother.
‘Ho one who has not ‘had that same exyerience ozn ;oalize how
untappy suon a feeling is. Nevertheless, I was senaiblev
‘enough to realize that this woman wifh her untiring zeal in
disochurging the duties she had undertaken, was & blessing
for ny futher and for the children., - I had to resrsot hér,
and in the vourse of Limo learned to love her. A few weeks
passed quickly and my three little sisters added B great

deal in making my life oheerful.  In the meantime 1 made
| a contract with-.a bout as o stleaerage passenger to aairq from
ayfnce by way of Rotterdaum and Harde}o Hew Tork, for 100 fl&képs
In Haer{} regeived the usuul ratlons conaiatiné of a aaék
of flour, 100 pounds of hardtack, ham, u bag bf salt, and
a bag of potutoes, After s touching goodbys I l1lsft Marktbreit
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at thoe boginning of <June and arrived gafely in “urvé” ufter

1 had suffored greaily for oighisen hours from seaeickncee/

- gud o much o that I peyed a sallor five fruncs for the reni

of his ocabin. 1In Harv@i} becomd uoquainted with G011, my
1ater partner, wnd with Hertlein and Geflach. wko becume

my berth comraniono. ie went torethor to 1ho‘markat rizcse
and bought provisioneg - among which were sixly agés which
were packed in & poi of salt, gix brick cloesos, & swall keg
of herring, a fow dozen bottlos of wine,which was gufficient
with the provisions that I hod brought along Zrom home, BY
that during the first three weeks we 1ive& rathar high. Ny
three eleeping comraniona and 1 kept & cormmon houeehojd.

The nanme of our chip wue “lizabeth Vamilton and rad about
three huudred ateeruge paesenrers who were all plgced in one
robm; with ilLreo in one berth covered with straw; two bverths
togother - one over tho otrer. %e e8ll had our own bedding
with us, and uufferedoonly from the terridle odor: asrecially
gince we had bensutb us a peasent family consieting of
busbund, wife.‘anq three ochildren who were unclean %o the
extrame., Therefore, Hertling sprayed our bed avery evening

with cologne = of which he had sufficient. All of this 4id

" not destroy our good humor. e were young and modest cnd even

+he unusual work in the kit ohen added a great denl to our
cheerfulness. #e had lefd Farvﬁpén the 20th of June una
reaohad llew York on the sixteanth of August == aftar we had
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nhad nothing fof the last two woeks except hardtack Ana rotten
waler = for even our potutoes had fermentod and hud to be
thrown over hoard. In Wew York our party separated; ounly
Goll snd I staysd together and wo received feor nine dollars
a w:ok bourd wunéd room wiih un Americén family. ZLater on we
rented ouly one room at & telleorts houes amd coarried on a
buchelor's Lousehold. I hud several letters of recommends-
tion, amonz others one to ihe Importing buéinoee of Ballin
& Sander = who prbcured for me at once & poeiiion with a
merchent in Bostan by the neme of Lnrlich. 1 was to reoceive
3400.0c g2r yoar with free board and room &nd was to tgke ours
of the books and help in the‘gtore, but I founé such s dirty
businens - espeoiully in regard {o food and bedé. trat it
siockened me and I left the plece after two days -- oven after
Ehrlich had offered me $500.00. Returning to few York,
Ballin =nd Sender reproached me bitterly snd would not accept
my reasone, but I paid no éttention to them, Wut told them
that I hed mode up my mind to become in’ependent as scon aé
possible. For this purpose 1 inten@ed to make a start by
peddling dry goods; by doing ¢o I would bocome aoquainted
moet quickly with the Jund, the peorle, the languure und ihe
business. 3allin was raiher surpriced and answered, "if you -
persevers I will predict suoccess in the oﬁurse of fime."
Pnrough my friende, Rosenheim Brokbe:s..l bought ten dollars

worth of dfy goods and oarried on my trade st farm houses in
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New'York and llew cersey. 1 eurned 80 much fhut I could life
comfortably, but of courge this wue not ths nor? of business

I ocarod sbout. ihoen aofter o fowmonths I o3ain returned to

New York, I lonrned that there wue a vacunt roeition with

Bgndit Brothers - importers of mirrors end GCormaen & French

éry £004 8, T asked for the porition =nd obhtained it. My
sulary was only'tbree Lundred dollars per ysar, ecarcely
~enough to ruy éxpensos. and a grest desl lecs tran I might

have hed in Doeton, but novertheless thie position guited ns
better becuuse it was to prepere me 1o agtablieh an importing
businees with my father, later on. That nothinr cume of 1%
Juter on was duo to the oxtreme carefulnesa of my futher.
Bendits were uneducated and ignoraﬁt. and slthough they had
considerable busineem, thoy were not able to write a lettar
correctly. For ttat reasonm I took charge of fhe eco rrospondence
and the counting of the weekly remission. I was suppoesd %o
perform the work of a janitor besides and drew up by pulley
thirty to forty heuvy boxes weekly %0 ihe third etory - mueccular
dutiee which I often feured were {00 much for me, Yy em- '
ployere hud tle rerutution of being kard to got along with,

vut we not only pot uloay with one another very well, bhut

1ley helped me very much luoier on when 1 was estsblishing my

own businecs. The end of cuno, 1849, I suddaniy took sick

at my businose pl.ce and fointod. DBendit sént far gsomge soup
from u restuurant, but eince I aid‘not feel any better, he had

me taken home, I had a :riend vho wns a doator, Doctor

Hirsh, with whom I often played chess, and he was oalled.
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After examining my hesnd he declared thut I had small rox

and that I must have been exposed. 1 had seen no s8ick
people and had visited no one, but I remembered that a faw
days before I hud tuken my cost to a tailor to have it
mqnded. The Dooctor investigated and learned that the wife
of 4he tailor was eiock with gmall pox, The doctor pdvised
me, on account of the danger of oontagion, o let no one in
and hired on Irish woman for me, who was to~hr1ng milk and
f£:e8h water dally, aﬁd ulso 1o tond to my bed. Besides her,
und ihe dootor, 1 did not Boe anyons for two weeks. 1 had
e raging fever and the pox apreared not only on my face, but
also upon.my body. After five or six daye o gosb formed and
I was frightenad by my reflection in the mirror. I lay in a
very ©0ld room next to an open window, it being so cold that
water froge in my glass, but 4y fover raged so that I did nod
feel the cold. After two weeks I could get up, but how
terrible did I lookt I wes covered from head to foot with

red spots which tﬁrned blue 4n the cold. I 4id not dare to rigk

&ﬁpdghggeaen by people - least of all could I expeot my employers
to pernit me to return to work; they, however, gsent word to

me that they would keep the position open for me until the

end of June. After three weeks I was able to taoke o short
welk and soon the lack of work made me restless. i ueed my
1nvoluntary vacation in peddling oigurs. and although my

dotted fuoe hindered me in this vupiness, I earned as much

a8 1 needed. MLy father learned of my sickness; I do not

know‘thfough whom, gnd wae terribly frightened. 1In order %0

R 48
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ocnsole him I hed my ploture taken as o proof that I had

agsin recuperated. In Jum I entersd business again und

gained the confidernce of my employers to such a depgree that
~they rroposed to send me o Califorﬁia end establish a
beeiness there at their axpensd; ithey to furnish carital

and goods according to my direction. I was to run no
riek but was to aoccept reeponeibility only to divide for

ten years ull net sarnings which I wus able to make. This
offer wus 8o favorable that I accorted after careful cone-
slderation. Tickets were gotten and all preparations mads

. for me {0 leave within two und one-half or three months.
Haturally, 1 reported ull thie at once to larktbreit, dut
received on immediute answer that I was not to accept. Thie
haprened to be the beginning of the period when hundreds of
thousands were geized with the gold fever and hastened to
‘Californiu. The adventurous, as woll ae dregs of humanity
mude up 4 large contingenoy of these emigrants. My father
ssked whether I hud sunk sc low that I hud to aoccept dnyttingo .
even at the riek of health and 1ife. 1%t 1s gonerally known .
that chaotlc and lawless conditione existed at that time in
California, and he would not have a single momeni's reace
until he agggg that I had given up my Californias trip.

This letter/arrivead shortly before my.intended trip ocaused me
the greatest embarrussment. 1 did not ocere ts aot ocont rary
to the expressed wishee und counsel of my father.‘and on the
other hand, I had to deal justly with RBendite. In this
‘prodicoment I handed the letter of my father to my employera
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and by @ happy circumstance it happoned trat a young man,
Wertheimef. whom they knew very well, could be propoeed ae
my substitute. This mon left on the trip and is seid to have
made & greut deal of money in Californis, hut as far as I
know, Jendits never received a cent from him.
Bendits had a branch office in Hew Orleans under

the direction of Mr. Karewski. The first of January, 1850,
he wrote that he intended to go to California and begred
them to release him at once from his business. DBendits were
j§ery much excited about this since none of them}cared to go

} to llew Orleans beéause of the fear of yellow faver. They

'+ therefore proposed to ma that I was to gd thero as their
repressnutive,und sither toks over the business at my own risk,
or diesolve it; in the former case they would lend me the
necessary capital for a definite time. I enjoyed'the rrospects
of this trir foﬁ it guve me an opportunity to become ac-
quainted with a part of the south withoﬁt cest. I 1;ft the
middle of February by stesmer "Ohio" to Huvannah, where I
remained for three days. I had sumples of some new rubber
toys from nﬁrnéerg. £6r which Havannah was suppoesd to be a
splondid market. Yhen i arcrived my samples werse mcultsd by
the hoat und the box contained only a stioky mass with whioh
I could do nothing but throw overbourd. After three days I
boarded the stoamer "Falcom" to Hew Oriouna. where I arrived
about the first of Fabruury, after a etormy trip. Before I
loft Uew York I had ugreed with Goll to meet somewhore in

the fall of the yoar and &stablish a buseliness according to
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our meunsa, I, thersfore; went to the south; he to the

Ervinmaatd kT
west, and we agroed to impart Lo each other our imyroesions.

The business in !lew Orleans 4did not conform, in many respects,
to my wishes. It was entirely too risky for me. Many
larpge mirrors wero sold to peopls on cr%djio be smuggled
into kexioco, If they ware oaught-eﬂeﬁuthg the deed, then
the money wus lost. I collocted the money outstanding, sold
the goods witih the exoception of very 1ittle, whick I storsd
and started on my return tzip to Mew York the fourth of
.'July. I travelled up the Mississippi throush the locks
to Cinoinnati. From thero I took the railroad to Toledo,
.. and went by voat to Buffulo. I stopred for a day inm Nicpgars
- Palls = tha'grandeu: of which I edmired for the firet time,
;uﬁihgﬁaw&York I met Goll, who spoke of the weet with greatest
enthﬁsiaem - agreclally of Chicago and Xilwankee -~ both
cities of 17,000 to 18.600 inhabitants. I settled my acoount
with Bondits, which wus agreeable in every respect, and toid
them of my inteution to become independent. After ocareful
considerution Goll and 1 deoiddd to choose Milwaukee, es-
peciully becuuse tlie Cerman immigration wue directed therel
sl that time. Each of us had eisht hundred dollars in cush -
I a little more. I had saved about 2,500 £f1, in Carlsruhe
(equal to $1000.00) of which IAused two hundred dollars in ‘
Now York during my unomployment My money hud not decreased -
since 1ha£}time. but withm my small salary, 1 had been adles
to add but 1ittle. 1ith this oupital montioned above
($1600.00) my father placed at my disposal 3,000-£1, (or
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$1200.00) at 12 yper cent intereet, which was the custom ut
that time. e used thié loan lutgr on. e made our pur-
cktases in dry goods, mirrors, oloé&e, eto. to ihe amount of
fivethousuand dollars - upon which we raid twelve hundred ,
for eome money bud to be allowed for freight, furnishings,

. and truvei%ing oxpenses. DBesgides tlese artiolec, we cobtained
from o Nr, Kerler wlo had juct migrated into this count ry,
three thousand dollurs worth of gold und silver watches to

be g01d on cammission. Stocked in thie manner we moved to

Yilwuukee °
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Equipped in this manner we migrated to Milwaukoe. Vo
aprived on the Gth of August, 1850, and landed at the South Pler,
for no railroad existed at that time. Ve rentod the first story
of the building at 379 Eost Water Street, consisting of & room
twenty four by eighteen feet, end & smaller side room without
windows, which we used as a bed room. Beneath us and above us was
" raward D. Baker's stors room for whiskey and liquors. We boarded
at the house of Irs, Ransom on Huron Street end paid 31.75 per
weak. Uur main work oonsisted in finding customers, and naturally
wo souzht these at first in the olty, but soon found that the fiald
‘offered hore was not(gfééﬁﬂenough. Wo therefore decided to purchuse
e wagon and two horses, in orier to sell to difforent merohants in
the country, and thus gain their‘patrbnage. The wagon was arranged
in such & way that we could take about 3500.00 worth of wares with
us, end changing off, eaoh travelled about two or three weeks ct a
time in the surrounding cowuntry. My route went by way of Waukesha,
Oconomowos, Watertown, Jefferson, Watertavn, seaver Dem, Fond du
Lac, Oshkosh - ag far as Neen;a.h° Goll's route went dirsctly to tis
wost. Although I was rather successful in my business, these trips,
on account of my inoxperience in teking ocare of horses and lin
primitive byways, were always dsﬁizéita with a great deal of danger,
Thore wes socarcely a day when 1 wéé not in danger of life, but feate
kindly protected me from serious misfortune. JAnyons who knows
what it means to travel for miles on corduroy roéda o7 Or New ways
loading through the primeval forests, will understand why I declared
to my partner in the month of December that.I would make no further

It oo

ftan=a of this naturae. We arain sold our homses end wagone.
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I wes surprisod %o {ind that Goll nad ordered three to four
shousand dollars worth of stock during my absense, ©of which we
84111 hed suftiolent on heand. Goll gave me his reasons for ity
thet we could not obtain any now stock before the end of April

eand that 1f wo could not sell all that we had in steck at the
present time, as well as the new purchases, we could net counto@n
existing at ell., The result of this w:s that we hed suffered
losscs iﬁ April 1850 in our£§E§¥$;¥§/z%A;:;gng $00 muoch stock left
and in not being able to meet our obligations. Ve reper ted this %o
our creditors ond ordered omly that whioh was absoludsly necessary,
and while we oiroculated the roport that I would o to New York %o
buy new stoek, I wont with a large quantity of goods into the
oountry in order to dispose of 1t end ocolleot enough to pay our
debts. I wae very successful so that by the middle of June we were
able to pay~evofyth1ng that wen due and besides had $500.00'for the
purchase of new stock at our disposal. Then I travelled b0 New
vork and at thet time bought tor the first time staple dry goods;
these we so0ld to Nathaniel Poreles immediately after my return.

Two circumstances were very favorable to us in the
1ast six months. Two brothers, Hentsech, came here from Saxony
with whom we bectmse auquainaed. They had brought along & very
large quantity of shelf herdware whioh they cave to us %o sell on
e commission basis. This proved to be a good business deal.

In February, 1851, fire was set to an adjacent building where
a grooery‘busineas was oarried on by Americans., The two buildings

had a oommon siairway and the smoke oams into our store. Some of

et -
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the firomen entersd our stors and from there dirscted their

hose to the place of fire. Wo woere forced to move out the noxt
mornins and the clothes doaler, Adler, acoommodated us temporurily

in the first story of his buildlngg until the damage was settled by
the Insurance Company. The assessor, Mr.Caleb Wallland Jac .Mohler
fixed the demege at about $1200.00, which sum wos paid %o us &b

onoces This caused us a great deal of trouble end work, but I belisvse
that our roal demage did not amount to mueh over $3%00,00., We rent-
ed & store at the Markot place of Dootor Jung, and moved into it

that vory scme weck. We had algreat deal to 4o booaouse the.repcrt
that woe would scll our damaged stook ﬁélow.o9st price procurred

many oustomers for us. Goll and 1 hadgéigs;yeaoh other at the besine
ning of our business negotiations not to marry until we héégvgained
the assurance that the business would parmit'decenf living Tor tue
families. Until August, 1850, neither of us tookA$2O@00f(qt the

most 325, 00) per month out of the busineas. One evaninb ﬂolfﬁdid
not return home and I ocould not understand where he had stayed over
night. The next moraing he appeured and informed me to mf great
astonishment that he had married on the previous evening. His
bridefwas Mrs. Stevens, a widow with whom we had besn aoquaintedgl

He audéd that in view of ocur agreement he had not dared %o in-orm

me of his deoision; that he, however, did not intend to use more
money than b The young couple lived a very quiet and economical
lif?, aﬁil}-Goll spent little more than bdefore. I often took my %\
suﬁbfr wi th. them and we never had en-thing else than tea and bread
and/butter, still the ocouple was a very hapny one, I, myself,
felﬂ nmore lonoly than ever and longed for family 1ife whioch I hed
baeg vithout sinoe ky youthe I sometimes visited the families of
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Dyke ond Mohler but did not find that ¥hioh I missed, even though
‘4ne hours there were very pleasant. Even the company of young
people did not satisfy me for their chief plessure was-—soushi=in
drinking, for whioch I had nelther desire or money. All this por-
sueded me to seek & companion for my life, especially since I saw
thet our inoome inoreased mnd I knew that, in the course of time,

t would be able to satisfy moderate expectations of a wife. A%
P£4rst this was not the case unless one lived &s the Goll's did.

Tn the £all of that year I often heard a rreat de#i;éf:praiseworthy
remarks about Miss Popper, with whom I became agquainted , and my

éood angel whispered to me that such & nmodest, simple, unpretenticus
girl, who was so much devoted to her mother, would be the wife after
my own heart. I used the ooccesion of Thenksciving Day in Hovember
for the purpose of calling on her without expeoténg to proposs to
‘her; her menner was 80 congenial that I felt at once she or no
other would be my wife, to share with me ocare and Joy, mnd ocreate
heaven upon earth. 1 told her of my home, ®y family, my prospects,
;~of my lonliness and as usual added the question whather shé could
~make up her mind to share my fats, Great was my Jox that she gave .
‘me her 1mmo¢iate promise. I informed her at once what I could offsy
her for the future, 88 an honest man should, add indeed it was ncb
mucke I told her that in the beginning we would not be able to
take more than $400.00, at moat not-more than $500.00, out of the
business end if she thou-ht that that would not be suffisient, then
- We ﬁould wait a 1little longer until eircumstances were mors favore

ablbz-o- oven though this was not in accordance with my wish. Shg,
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however, said cheerfully she would mske that sum do and 80 proved
that she was all right. "With much ono ¢an keep house but with
little one can get along" was our provorb.

I now spoks with mother, lirs. Popper, told har in
simple words about my prospects and intention and was welcomed by
her as & son. Who was happicr thanX I %o oW & girl whom I became
more and more devoted to day aféer day, even thouch she was very
eparing in her deomonstrations of love, and a family with whom X
felt at home and happy? Thus the bond was formed which broucht to
my lifg such lasting happiness, an epoch and change in my existencs,
with which blessing came to me and a happiness I always approciated
and rooognized with great gratitude, and Wh10h<?0&0h06??§gAﬁé%heﬁv
point when our mutual love was founded in our family as the years
went by.

My fiancee was born in Prague, Fovember 1 - 1832,
was therefore Jjust nineteen yeara.old. Hor family oonsisted of
her mother and three sisters; iarie, married to F, Morawe$sz;
Alioce who had.béen i12 since her twelfth year; and Jenny, who was
at that time ten years old. Mrs. Poppef had had a great deal of
misfobtnre in the year 1347. She 1ost within a year her husband
-and her only son, then twenty aix yoars of age. She was foroed,
on this account, to sell her business and came {rom Neustadt {0
Milwaukee (upon the advice of hor brﬁther), becauss tha Revolution
of 1348 made eny existence in Pragus very trying. Mrs. Popper,
although she. had besn taught 4in the sohool of experience, had a
sheerful sﬁ£&§%§;d(ﬁanner. modast and honest in hor actions, and
I think with great satisfuction that I was adle to make her last
years of life oarefree and oheerful s, She experienced the pleasurs

of knowing her erandshildren: Carl. Frank and Wetildno . Pha LAnmas
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wes hor constant sompanion on her walks. She went rogularly to ths
theator whatevs: he woather misht be, and could laugh hoartily
when in the evering merry and witty étoriea wera fead, as Tor
instance, "Heirle's Bador vonitucoa" or similar things. But

let me roturn ti ny fiﬁﬁ?ee. who soon notieed how much I was

taken up b the Jusiness and that I had tine only to ocall on her)
in the evening; mmd in order to get to her hétme it wes necessafy\
that I cross the ice on the river. This caused my dear Julia ! O
great worry. I Sold her that there was but one way to avoid \
it and that was %o marry soonf A léngegifigiiizf would not have
been good for me because it would have disiurbed me in the carrying
out of my plans, end since we wore united in cur mutual love and
trust, our engegament was shortoneﬁ and the wedding was set the ‘;{
1lth of January, 1852, My finncee came to me with an urgent
request, which was the wish that I would allow her mother and

o . avloafocleds fin B
her sisters to 1ive with us. I med—~hexr in the dosire and made my -
wife very happy oa this acocount. We found a housé‘auitable foé :
us on Biddle Straeot neer nroadway,.oalled.matne Stroet at that -
time. 1t oonsisiad of a basement wﬁiohfwefused as dining end
1iving room, as well as kitchen; on the-fxrét*floor wes the
common perlor end our bedroom; the- aeoond story belonged to mothar .f
and sister. e paild $11.00 a month rent, whioh was dividod anong

us, as were all tho exponses of the. household. For a longrtime ffﬁﬂg

my dear Julia received $10.00. a. wook for the exnenaes 0

hold; five dollars from me and five dollara rromfhe
Wo could not be very protantious with thia -um but_w
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seedingly hgppy end contenitaed. Our furniture, of whisch

we had nothing but the most necossary artiocles, was soon pure
chased. It oonsisted of a ourpet in the parlor, table, six -~
chairs, & sofa with black horschair covering ,'eix 0 ommon

chairs, two bodsteads; the bedding we had already asquired,

the whole cos%ing 3150.00. ~ We wers prepared for the importent
date the 1lth of Januwary, 1852. Justice of the roass, pode,

was asked $o0 perform the cercomony and only the closest relatives
were inviited. The ceoremony téck place in the sfternoon in our
parlor. »rrosent wore the families of uremers, Morawitz, and
Neustadts, about twelve in all. The ceremony wes simple dut
very dignified. M}. Bode direcocted a few paternal words to us and
we, the main persons, were fully aware of the seriousness of ilm
hour, Ea;i;;edj;QEQ—éainfnlly-that not a single member of my
family oould be present to take part im this importan? occasion,
My thoushts wandered frequently asoross the ocean to my father's
nouse where, as I new, this day would also be celebrated. ifter
the oeremony the whole company went down into the basemont, whers

Ur. Wettstein had prepared a fine dinner and wines for the gussias.

- A1l wers merry and the hours passed quickly until ten o%olock,

when our guests 18f% us. This was very agreeable to us for
althouch the memory of such celsbrfations is in later yaﬁrs 8ll
the more enjoyable the merrier 8 company is, the faot is thatl
the young couple would prefer {(almost in every oase) %o be left
to themselves. We now were married, We did not have the means
for a wedding trip, dut we were happy and content. During the
day I'attended to my duties with double zeal because in the
ﬂe#ening the family end a somfortabls home awaited me. A loving

"heart knew how to make that home so dear to me that T alwava
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hastened there with longing, Lottors of my father exPressed‘
the grcatest interest in my happineess dlthough he had hoped I
would come to Germany %o visit them and at the srme time chooss
a wife among several girls whom he had slready considered for
me., DBut I was vory content in my own choice and had sause to
call myself_happy that fate had given me such & happy lot. On
the 21st of November, 1852, we were made happy by the birth of
8 girl, who was given the name of my mother, Klara, alas}
This blessing did not remaln with us for a long téme for om the
12th of December tho 1ittle girl died, after sufrering for a
few days from aoldity of the stomeoh. Our home now appsared very
barren and lonely. That was the first hard fate whioch we passed
throu§h together and our pain did notpass until, after a year,
A’anotﬁggiirrived to teke her place.,

Great changes had ocourred in ocur dusiness. ¥y fatlsr
had 6n different oocasions expressad the desire thnjﬁernhard
should Jjoin us end enter our business, but our businsss was too
small for & third man. Mr. Frank, who had recently some from
Germany ond was enpgagod to be married to & deughter of ¥r. XKerler,
was very anxious to be associuted with us and would place a
larger capital at our disposal, but we had refused it. Then
agein in June, 1352, a letter came from my father im which hs
exprossed nhis wish more trgently than before. This time not
Bernhard, but Hdarmann was to Join éﬁfdafé'?§2§;he could leave
at once. This was Father's desire in order that Hermann would
not have to pass through the .sume hard expetpencoes $o whioh I had
besn subjected. When Frank ggain expressed his former wish to



join us in our business, I told him that our busincss was toc

small to support three familics, but that I would sell to him

;{J,ﬂ,,j.:‘/\»' k]

my share if Goll was satisfied. ©On this question I told him
that my share, based u-on the inventory of the first of July,
was worth $2,671.00, which he would have to pay to me in cash,
He at once accepted my proposal and so everything wos sottled
in les:s than a quérter of an hour, great was the fﬁigﬁ% of my
dear Julia whon I hastened home and reported what hed happened,
I at once wrote my father thet I had tédken this stepd only to
be able to go into business with Hermann and that 1t was
necessary that he laave at once. Instead of doins this the
message was sent to me reporting that Hermann, for different
reasons, could not lsave until the following spring. In sone
sequence I ?as in a very depddpradble oondition; but I had to
bear it. I rent®St $200,00 & yeér the southern twenty feet

of the Kirby house, arranged it as a store, and weéent to New
¥ork about August lst to buy stook, Ky stook arrived. I
worked hard and my work was orowned with success. Again I wend
to New York in the}fall, and during my absende, my dear Julia
took my place, with the asaistance of a skilful young olerk by
the neme of Hulland. This man died the following winter ot al
c0ld contracted while boat riding. Ny business flouriahgh and
when Hormen arrived in June, 1853, I took an inventory onm the
first of July, my capital ha&ugisgguéo $4009.00., This inoluded
"the $1200.00 which I had horrowed from my father in June, 1850,
whioch sum he had given me as a wedding presont. On the Tth of
Oct, 1893, we had the great Jjoy to see our son Korl enter into

life, Great was our hapﬁineesvand all our loéve was united in

the babe, who was anxiously guarded and oared for, My dear Julia vhe
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nursed him, as well as all the other childron, was always hselthy
and enjoyed the happinoss of being & mother. Our first BOn WES
followed on Juns 19th, 1855, by Frank, end our happiness was
doubled. Oﬁr worry was increased a little later on on acoount
of rapcated attacks of cramps during the period of Frank?s U%tKELAJ [ e
ing. Both boys grew up, to our great Joy, and early in 1ife 'showed
wide awake an&c£;§é§y¢interest in everything. Karl learnad %o walk
and talk very early and Frank was ahead of most of the childirsn ~
when but a year old.
The longing to see my father agein grew from day %o day,
espacially since I knew through Hermann, who had gone to Germany
to marryQ%that my father suffered keenly from.emphyeene. For
that reason we docided to take & trip to Germeny, and tale ths
N /father by )
.-+ ghildren along in order to gladden/the sight of his girst graxd
sons. In Fobruery, 1857, we started on our Yoyage by way of
Boston and Liverpool and arrived in Marktbreilt withoﬁt‘any troudle, .-
Xarl wes at that time but three and one half years old, and Frank
a little bggg;;Jthan one and a half yeara old. - The joy which -
our visit brought to my father ocan not be describede Karl ad
Frank brought iife to the héuse;. they felt at home immedisately
and were spoiled by ever&one. We waers enjoying dinner one daey
when Sommers unexpectedly stepped indo the room. (Hs became my
brother-in-law later on.) Sommers had come from Hamburg expressly
for the purpose of teking me with him on a hiking trip to Swiszer-
land end I was thorefore all the more sorry not to be able.to
acoompany him becauss I was suffering from a olimatic eye troudble. -
Another reason was because my falher did not want me to loave
him whem we woere homa for but & short time. We enjoyed the days

with our lovad enes to the fulléet desree. but we had to decide

-
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40 lasave Karkitbroit soon after the 20%h of June since the new
aipeotation of the happiness of coming parentage made it desirable
and neobssnry to get home &s soon as possible. I had explainad %o
my fathor that our throe sisters were growihg up; that the tims
gould not be faf when the taking care of them would cause great
>Worriesa and therofore offerad to take Amalie book to American
with us. She was then sixteen years old., Ny dear fathor con-
ﬁmﬁﬁﬁfﬂg-éa that he had not even thought of 4t and that he would
ponsider it. The very next day he gave his oconsent and Amalie
also immedistely said "yes"and so she came with us. At a very
youthful age she heoame the heppy wife of Georgse Sommers. Wo had
a very ﬁleasant trip and even if the leave taking was very hard
fo¢ us, we woroe satisfled that we had expoerienced and glven so
muoch joy. I had a presentment'that I would nét see my fathsr a-
gain and one year later he was 80 411 that he could not enjoy

the visit of Hermann end his farily, and died in J, 1863 of

pneumonia.
{on July 4th. 1457)
We arrived in milwaukee/after a trip of fouwbbden
days. Fot until the 26th of August did our 1little Matilde

arrive. She was greeted with & Joyous heart, but while our family
1ife was so happy, we wers not sparod many blows of fate. Alilce
nad died in June 1856, which however, was a release rather than a
misfortune. Un the other hand, we hoped that our dear mot her,

who was 8o strong and oheerful, would remain with us for a long
time, but in November 1858 she suddenly beocame very 11l and disd
of rottanneés of the lungs. This 16ft a gfeat &8p in our family
eirocle., Little Jenny grew up'and in later yéars married my
.brothér Bernhaxd.
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my risit in Gormeny
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Our businoess gave us roasons te be woll satisfled, as
the following record during & number of years will show very

clecarly:

August 1, 1452 Canital $256/1.26  June 30, 1853, 34009.00
Hermann entored as my partner, easch one sontributing - 351406,.21
{2/
I having oredit bosiies &f $2603.47
‘June 30, 1754 - $6663.46 ¥y personsl credit being %26“0 A1

June 30, 18)5

12287 U6 ’W'pnrgonal eredit being $2603 .47
- June 30, 1856

16447 46 iy personal oredit being 1080,45
June 30, 1&57 20687 416 ry porsonal oredit being  %00.00

XDeo . 31, 1%57 '171>7.46 ¥y personal credit being  #00.00
Dec. 31, 1858 = 19763.91 My personal credlt belng 450.00
Dec.e 31, 1659 - 20768,91 uy personal oredit being  933.97
Dec, 31, 1860 = 31168,91 iy personal oredit being  937. 23
Deo. 31, 1861 « 46000,00 My personal oredit being 1037.40
Ded. 31, 1862 = 70000700 My personal oredit being 884.00
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} From these figures it oan be seen that we had a seib
/ baok of almost $3,000.00 in the year 1857. There is a story
gonnostod with this of which this was the beginning, but it
later caused maeny woary hours to the family of Segnitz. During
my visit in Germany in the year 1457 I bought a large'quantity
of such stoock as I considered suitable for our business. Iy

uncle Segnitz holped me to & large extent, but was surprised that

N . R

I planned te send the stook to mﬁ friends Rosenheim Brothers in
\ New York to lessen tho duty osharges. He thought this astion
t  strange Qinoe his son-in-law Mendel was much closer to us and
k would be a mors suitable person for this purposs. Sinocs Uncls
i\ considered this a mark of distrust, and since I had no reason to

doubt the honesty of Mendel, I made the change and the stook
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wes sent to our address in cere of Stein & Mendel in FWew York.
.| Phere were 10,000 gulden worth of woolen goods chosoen from
patterns of advance stook. After recelving & message from my
E New York friends I wont to tho oity and found to my disgust
i that Mendél. upon rocsiving the bills-of-leding, had sold all

. the stook at & very low price belore it had passcd through

i
{

i

the Revenue Office and hed disappeared with the proossds, z
tharefore had to pay on my own stook 80 that 41¢ wouid not be
delivered to this periy. We were entangled in a lawsuit whic h
lasted sevsral yoars an@ ended in a compromiss. In the lonrs end
it would hcve been better if we hed completely dropped the matter,

- for the greater part of the goods weme moth eaten, and besides

. .- ¢he lawsuit charges were heavy. The losses of money were

small comparsed to the misfortunes of poor Johanna, the wife of
Mendel and the daughter of Segnitz. She was unhappy &as long as
she lived. She was divorced from that wicked man after & few
years but a aign‘of his bad character is the facit that he ola imed

money for his oconsent to be divoroed., The sad details of this
\

\

case éhall be omitted and I shall add that the lamentable Johanna
\\\\?ouna release in an early death.
) Our ohiluren grew-up to our Jjoy and wore the center of
our happiness, which was inoreased on the tenth of April, 1861,
by the errival of a girl, whom we called Emma. She did not
remain with us long fror & ocold oontraetyéﬁpdénuary, 1464, turned
into & bad oase of bronchial catarrh amd she died on the 9%th
' of March, 1364. 14 was a poinful sight for us to see har failing
and not be abls to do anything for her. We sould not be Somforted

in our loss, although we realized that it wes wrong to bleme
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fate. We still hed tnree childron on whihh to concentrate our
Lv.\t(vru U iyt ‘.'-
love, but roasoning doee-nog saetis fy suoh losses, end only the

" birth of Ida on the 21lst of December of that year heasled our
grief. I remember how unusually glad we were snd how we
soarcely oould walt for the time for this baby to arrive. The

| hflplessness of this litile being made such demands on onr love
.that we gradually remembersd our beloved Emma with greater
celmness of mind. In the spring of 1863 we received tna message
of Jobe from Marktbreit, our beloved fathe?agied from an atdtack
of pneumonia. Though he had prayed for years to boe released from
his suffering, still we wére deeply pained by the unexpected news,
and we remombered ali the love and saocrifices shown us by him,
and even without him his great example would be an over lasting
.memory.

I shall return to the year 1860 in whith the
preaidﬁntial election was causing great excitement, As is well
known, the question was the supremacy of the free states aé
opposed to that of the‘slave statea. It is not my desirs to
talk a groat deal upon this question, but I can very well say
that I acoepfed whole~heartedly the part of the noithern states
in electing Presidsnt Lincoin. The ferment of the South

turned into 0pen rebellion when Fort Sumpter near Charlestovn
| was bombarded in the 8pring of 186l. Of the horrors of the
four year war whioh. followed, I saw  nothing, for the .battls
fields were far away, .I shared the excitement and grief of
thoss about me and I now remember with pain the rogiments vhioh

marched away, of whom 80 many saqrifioed their health and lives,
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All that I and the other remaining men could do was to ¥y and

rolieve the sad fate of the women and children by suppiying them

with money, tnd there wégi?g&aable zanl in this respoct. I

was called throe times to serve in the Army; was freed twioce

as being unfit for gervice, but the third time waa pronounced £i%

for hospital service. I procurred a substitute whom axn agent

10cated for me for the price of $600.00, I neve” gaw him and 43
, fir?t yoar of]

~ not even know his neme. 1% was gtrange tha% the/war had no

' noteworthy influencs on the price of agricultural stoaks, or on

. peal estate, but this was destined te ochange. The end of ¥ay,

1462, we received & notice frém a Boston business friend saying,

“One'of you start on receipt of thise. Donot ask suy questicns.”

We Xnew at once that @& ohange in the market wes cdming and I decid-

‘ad to go to New York and 3oston on that very sams day. ince

. We needeé’no stook at that time, nor had money %0 buy, we raised

a mortgage of ten thoussnd dollars on our stoock, beei#es having

" the assuranoe of the President of the state Bank that he would

protect us in any negotiation arranged 4n FRew York. I arrived in

New York and found to my agtonishment that prioaa wors iowerad,
but whenever I wented %o buy was repeatadly teld, e have no

stook and will not toko any orders.” Now I knmew what %o expeot.

T went to Boston %o eall on my friend Philips; one of the main

salesmen of Jaemes lioBeebs & Company. These speculaters in o tton

goods had an {mmensa stook of a1l xinds of so-calls d domestic

goods, and 1 pought on speouletion & groat quuntity of these

artiolea.‘whioh with the goods I had purchaged later on in Few

York, amounted to over thirty thousand dollars. Yo made an ¥™
immense sum of money on this supplyy for in a very ghort tima

they roso more than 100 por oent, as the rising tondoney of
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of poods had an advontageous ﬁﬁﬁahtééb'on businoss throushout
hthe world., Still no one could say whet ho really was worthe

To explein this it is nocossary to describe our means of
coin ciroulation, even if 1t is superficially dons. Boginning
with ths yoar 1862 every stete of tho Uion had its own panking
laws, civing to each one under certain conditions, the Pight to
found & bank and to use paper money which had to be redeemed by -
thé benks in quuostion with gold, and hsed to be safeguarded by
the dsposit of state or railroad bonds, These securitles con-
i sisted to a groat oxtent inbbonds of gouthern stetes and::;“
doubtful velue. In this manner there came into existence in
every state numerous banks, whose ciroulating notes were viswed
with mistrust. Wisoconsin notes lost 2-1/2 por cent in New York;

oven the notes of the state of New York were discounted 3/4 per
cent right in New York. In the year 1857 the bonds of the .
southern states lost a groeat deal, and in consequence the westorn
peper money was mistrusted., 4 number of banks failed and their
notes were usually worth about ono-half. Our Wisoonsin notes
- were no bvetter and only by the banks and merchants voluntarlly
giving money contributions as security, did they succeed to
recain confidence in Wisconsin notes. For this purposs we gave
five hundred dollars. In the course of the war when monoy waé
the main neoessity for success, the circulation of individuval
vanks was withdrawn and we hed a unified means of exchange for
all states, by having banks deposit United States bonds and
promiss td 4{ssue notos to within 90 per ocent of the deposited
pondd. The banking law was a rule of business and war; aven
though its Justice +was often disputed it is a faot that this

new ruls has proven beneficial to the present day. -
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In the course of the war the U.S. notes wero civon a
foroed figure; that is, thoy had to be accoptod as payment for
gold had disappearcd ontirely from eivoulation., Wno evor wanted
gold had tb pay an extre sum (at first 5 por cent, later on
when the value roached its highest point in 1965, 3100.00 worth
gold could be obtained for $200.00 worth of papex money.) If
the war hod lasted one yoar longer the valuc w uld havo rison
to 500,00 since gold was the one measure oﬁ standard of the
world. No one could tell the real value of his property, s I
have already said. At the oiose of the war trust and sonfidence
quickly returned and it did not happen infrequently that gold was

_ refused by common people because it was an unknown ¢0in.
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About Real LEstate

In the year 1853 we bought of Miles the middle lot of
the "quarter block 63, which was sixiy feety long, in the first
ward, with tho building:which was st1ll new., Ve moved thare and
in this houée all our childrean were born with the exception of
Klara and Karl.

In the yeur 1856 we bought of dright ¢the south sixty
faat adjacent to our lot, with a 1ittle frame house in which Her-
mann liveﬁgith nis family. In June, 1357, I bought (while uermann}

was in Furope) & store in Fast Water Street, number o Tor mns

'?ery acceptable terms. 1 gave Hermann an oﬁportunity to share

this bargain, which he gladly did. Ve moved into this store ad
romained there until it wes too small to acocommodate us, and in
the 70's we sold it again for 314,000, In the year 1368 we bought
from Jas.B.Martin the lot or the land on which our prosent stare
i built. e pald §20,000 for it end tho duilding; the furnish-
inps cost $40,000. Hermann's‘house was to00 small, 80 we thorefore
built 1n4the year 1462 a new.dwelling house at a oost of about
86,000, Our house was also small for our growing femily, but we
preforred to move into the house at the corner of Lake end New
Streoets, instead of bullding & mnew one, until ciroumstances forsed
us to again ohange our dwelling place. In the yeaf 1476 I
bought the land upon which our present house is duilt for $6500,
The building aﬁd furnishings oost about $13,500; together 420,000,
Hormenn took half shares in the re&l eatgte on Cass and Ogden
Street, belonging to me, at a prioce of $7,500. This ¢ransaction
completed my bdbuildlng activities =-= a great deal of whiohlI would




not do today, after gaining the experience I have hado.

Further Family Happenings

In tho yoar 1867 we woere granted the ~reat joy to
have our family inerecsed by the arrivel of our dear aister
Louise. AShe bocame & year later the heppy bride of my friend
Morris Davidson, and I take a great deal of satisfaction in ths
$hought %o havé”ggntributed to hor happiness. The two, with
their five splendid deughters are respected and beloved by the
whole family} Our children grew up to our great Jjoy. Xarl amd
Frank wore fine stu¢ent$ «nd the questiocn was to be gsolved by
us whether dither had a speoial talent or inoclination for any
type of business. This was not the oase. Still, we deolded %o
ee;d Karl who, in spite of his youth was very mature, toc Carlsruhe
to gain.a higher education. He arrived in Carlsruhe ia the year
1864 and was entered in the 7th class of the Realgymnasiums and
transferred in the year 1379 into the Polytechnioaleohoola Shx
We visited him in 1969 and convinced ourselves that he was in good
gare in theé?use of Profossor Meyer and that 22A?as pursuing his
studies very zealously. The Joy of our visit is indesoribadble
{especially since we had little Ida ﬁith us) and in order %o
spare all of us the poin of parting, we did not say goodbye.

We travelled to Leibsig and Dresden and Prague; the birthplace
of my dear Julia, who took great pleasure in agein seeing the

well=known sircets and houses and I shared her Jjoy to booome ac-
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M&nohen, and after a short §g§ in Wé&zburg with our rolativos

wa returnsd home at tho end of August. In tho yoar 1471 Kerl
spent his vacation with us and I convinced myself that he had no
speciel inclination %o sontinue his studies;'mOJt likely on age
sount of the homesickness from which he guflfered s¢ muoh, He
was allowed to chose his own course in life, and as & result

he entered our business wheré he ie‘etill poeupicd and hes greal
sause to be satisfied with his lot.

Frank's calling was easy to choose since he decidsd %o
devote his 1ife to & ocommerciaml career. He was im the 4, Msinesks.
Company‘'s establishment for about a year, then ohanged %o our
buginess in the year 1872. In the long run %the position in our
£4rm did not please him for some roason. Io $ricd in vain %o
get another position and I believo that ihe roason was this; %bs
_merohants fearod to educate a oompetitor. Iater on he beoemo
associated with Fordinand in the manufacture ef mill stones, but
he was n@teuocessful.in this business and lost a great deal of
money. One day Frank read in the newspaper that the North Star
Iron Works in lMinneapolis wors for sale. THe oonsiderad this & good
opportunity. We were just on the point of taking a pleasurs trip
to Montreal. I therefore advised him to go %o Mimneapolis with
_Mr., Rice, & skilfull mechanioc, in oxrder to look over ths fastary
and meke & raport to me, The comments which 1 rocoived from hdémm
desoribed the circumstances in sush glorious colors that I promised
him I would investi--ate for myself after my rsturn from Mgntreél.
Since my brdther Hormann was seaking a position for his future son-

in-law, Louis Sohlesinger, we wen% to NKinneapolis 4ogether, smd Frank
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as well as Rice mosom-anied us., We were convinced that the business
was a aucoessful one} that the owner, Johnson, had made a good deal
of money and now nhad to [-ive up the businoss on account of his
healt h. When we investigatod the books and the sarnincs for many
yoars we considered the ohance & very unusual onefor the future
success of our ohildren, and bought the fsotory, together with

the land upom which it was built, for $70,000. We formed a

stook com-any in which the following persons worse assoociated:

Hormann and I, each with $15,000 $30,000
Rice with ‘ 12,000 12,000
Frank, Louis and lir, Baker,
sach with 10,000 30,000
75,000

I would like to remark that Mr. Beker joined us without
an invitation, evenéfthough I had told him that it was an expdri-
ment on our part, the success of which could not be guaranteed.
The business wént very well for the firsl two years, but then came
. years that showed large deficits and elmost foroed us to give up
tho business. When our nced was groatest the Manitodba Rallway
boucht the real estate tor such a high price ($132,000) that we
could not only pay our debts, but could also pay baok‘the capital
£0 bond holders. After a short attempt to carry on the bdusiness
in e simple way, while Hermann was in Chicago, we sold the firm
and Frank weant into thocgiggggf Cs He Gumey & Company in Ootobsr,

1443, This business hes the sole egency for the West of six or
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eight fuotories manufocturing steel tools. fesides, thoy scarry
on & jobbing trade in nuts, bolts, etc, TFrank now w Tks with
pleusb‘}\);vjith the prospect of getting ahead, and doscs not have %0
struggle with such Aiii‘fioultiea and oares as he had to in the
factorye. |
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The First Love of My Children.

¥y dear Julis und I had had one objest === never to
meddle in the love affairs of our children, but allow them to
follow their own inclinations &s long as the character cf the
man or women of their ohoice was Q?L?}ééggg%b Followinguthia“
\prinoipal, we watohed with pleasure how heart found heart and
how eagh ons of our ohildren was given the great privilege of
£inding the ideal in his or her life., The lMusical Club to wakh
Matilaa, Karl end Frank belonged offered the first opportunity
for Mavilda to moet Ferdinand Soulesingor. They delighted im
anh otherts companj‘from the very first and we were therefore not
vory muoh astonished when Ferdinand oame to my office one moraing
and requestod an intorview with me at my oconveniences %o disouss.
something very important. It was not hard for me to guess what
he meént, and I proposed to him that he be my guest ét dinner
for we would have ledsure time then to talk. He took part in
our meal of pork roast, Sauerkraut and dumplings. After dinner
he asked me for the hand of Matilda, assured me that he loved her
‘and that he had hopes that she loved him, and begged for my com-
sent. I knew him but sliﬁhtly. knew only in what socis ty he
moved, but knew nothing of his family, noxr of his personal
sucoess., I told him of this end asked him whether he was in
position to éupport docently a wife, and eventually a family. He
assured me at onoce that he could, spoke of his co%ﬁé business and
%he brillient expeotations whioch this offered, so this point could
not bs Goudted. I told him hew I had the greatsst confidence in
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him to makxe ths future of my dauchter happy; that 1t was solf
evident I would heve to trust in him and his assurances, and sincs
my dear Julia also agreed with me, we gave our consent to this
marrisge. latilda wes only nineteoen years oid when she booame on-
pagod on the 19th of February 1876, end we would have boen pleased
1 the wedding were postponed for a year or two, but the couple was
not satisficd with this, Tﬁezwedding-whihh took pluce in th: howse
at the corner 9f Lako and Junéuu Avenqe on the Tirst of October,
1476, was'a grand and solemn;celebraticn. which I remember with
great pleasure, The two we%é verfhhaipye' The*r lives became
more dear to eaoch other by}ﬂeing bleuged with two splendid boysgv
our Harry born on the 3rd;?f August 1479, and our little rogue
. Armin born on the 2lst Qﬂ September, 1483, The announcement of the
.birth of the latter we rec@%Ved by telegraph while in Florencs add
our congratulations were/ ent £ram . there. Now in January, 14849,
the bog,already wears his i;rst pants apd looks very cunning,

The good exa ple of mPtilda was contagious an¢ it wasn?t
very long beforoe she waa/imitatodk Karl and Alma had had & 6lose
friendship for a long tyée. Alma ﬁad.been known to us for Fpers &s
a girl ééanja with allvéhe duvantages dfkfeminie virtue; “npren
‘tentious, whose peren S, wa new and\resped?ed. Alma wes therelors
gladly welcomod to our/ﬁfmily as a daué\@er, and/}f Ye hoaitat@@
for a while to give our/ponéent the reasén was é;ﬁéﬁé enti;ilf

1

v

in the youth of our Karii who was only tweé&y thres gyears

too young to essume grew%\gnd serious . oblig?tions. Qur reaaan\ 43
were recognized butb th%y asJured us ° they hol no intention to’ .

merry at once, but wog&d only prove theiyr love to the emtent of
vecoming sngaged. ﬁinae we had, for a long time, looked mpon Alma
ags a daughter, we consented 50 thair engagement with glad hexrtsa
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The love which united them in this bond s8tood the test of tima,
They are & pair whose mutual respsct ond love grew firmof yoar
after ycar., The weddins took plece on the 21st of April, 1476, in
Bielfeld's garden. I+ was a beautiful ooocasion and was the first
time thet the family of Becker was present at one of our famlly
gatherings. This marriage was blessed by two ehildren, whe, Just
as the rest, are the Joy of our old 8gs. AThey are; Erie Cramer
oﬁr first grandson, who was born on the 8th of rebruery, 1879
| and Juliafﬁlma. born on the 25th of February, 18435,
' Now it was Prank's turn. We kmew that hae very often visti-
ied the Becker family, whoseftwo interested daughters attracted |
| him. We also knew that he paid special attention to their
Adolphine at all partiss ani balls, Fronk did not have a definite
position and therefore 6ould not thinkimg of binding himself cr
a girl for the present; Qﬂia fr;éndahip eontinued 1o the %time
the family Becker dooide%gt? go-tO'EurOpé and take Adolphins adong.
Then Frank came to me onélqkening,and told me of this and exprossed
his wish to beoomé engavéﬁ to theione he loved befere the departurs
of her parents, but to w?it with the wedding until his ocircumstancas
allowed him to eetablien\a home. Adolphtne was the besi friend of
Matilda aﬁgrgame to our q?me/a great deal.. We knew her'weil and
~thereforekvorv.very hanpy/tg weloome her as a daughter, and gave onr
cordial consent to thei rarriage under the oonditions Frank hag
named Frank hastdned;thau vory nigh§ to the South side i\ A
\ \
. where Becker's lived and wﬁat happened thera I do not Inow, buh he
told us that same nignt w;th a happy heart : that he had reoeivad te
consent of his beloved- oue. Their engagemeht was oelsbrated od the |
1/th of May, 1440, anL %&clphine decided to give up her Europe&n trip

even though sha wasg’ 31VQn the promise thad nor parents would ailow

u
Vo mmwa o e Al el - A .- - 3 . - .




4

ahe
that year Frank enlsred the machine foctory in Minnespolic, as I huve
elready ﬁeutioneds and on the 1lth of January, 1841, the wedding took
place in the feotivsly decorated hall of jirs. Zode, A short time 1z ter
the family Becker left l'ilwaukee and Adolphine moved with hor husbend
to kinnospolis. ‘This marriage was also made in hsaven. The two shars
avery Joy and sorrow of this world, as it ousht to be in every marriage.
..Thair home was blesssed with twochildron; our dearl little Heinz, whose
neme Heinrish Stern continues mine, born on the 28th of Ootober, 1181,
and our youngest babas, dearl 1little Alice, born on the 2Uth ef August,
1d4d. |
Now we get to our Sunday child Ida. <@ eall her Sunday
johild becéuse she was sparod cares anc worry. She had a happy child-
l%hood which brought her only friendly pictures and memories. As &
“yoﬁng girl during the yoors in which the mind is espedially open to
everything beautiful, she could see with us a large part of the
beautiful world and the oharm of art and naturs. Quiétly and Jjoye-
fully her days passsd by and even oupid had to be at her calls In
the lusical Club t0 which she belonged with her sisters and brothers
~and friends she net & young man - Dootor Carl Zimmermann, a guest at
the Club. There seems to have been & mutual attraction at the first
meeting of these two., We did not know the Doctor at all, but his
dignifled tactful manner made a very egreeable impression upon us.
One day Mr, lfukler, Senior, told mo that his family was a very
respactable ons end that he had known him sinoe his youth as a good,
‘energetic boy. Without saying anything we watoched the mutual inclinas
tion grow and allowed their hoarts to tuke thoir own courss. They :

.were engaged, with our oonsont, on the 27th of February, 1836, but
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the onpoasement was kopt socret, since the Dootpr $hought that his
oollecgues assisting him in practice might becomo loss intorsstoed
in him if they hosrd he had gone so far as to think of marriacc. We
gavse in to his dewire, although we were not of the same opinion, but
it was herd for Ida to be forsed to hide her young happiness, instead
of confiding iEAger frionds, It is impossible 4o koep such o thing
gecret for a long time., On the first of Feb, 1447 they were unitod
for 1ife in ourfprosent house, which had been changed intoe & ;arden
of flowers for the occasion. Judge Mann performed the oeremony in
& simple manner (zs he had done with all the rest of our children).
;mmediately after the wedding the young csouple teck & short trip
jﬁo Chiocago, because Doctor Zimmormenn's assistance wes necessery
‘bo the eye and eer sufferers of Milwaukes and oould not be absent
“iong. The young coup;é accepted our proposition to live with us,
é%ieh was for both parties the most agreeable and propsr arrangement,
- and if the many kisses which I witnessod:.is o measure of their
hopniness, then they are the happiest ocouple in fhe world. 1In the
- oourse of time there eppeared our most beloved litile boy Herbert
Troderick, born on the 23rd of November, 18%7. This ohild enlivened
our family circle in a most agreeable manner and knew how to win thre
hearts of hia grandparents and the family through his amiability.
Every evening aftor coming home I snjoyed aeeing the arms of this
11ttle angel stretched out te gree met, and willingly end gledly I
dovoted many an hour to the little(fellow, and noticed with pleasure
his physical ahd'mental‘devalopment. | |
This ends the chapter of my own family ond thers remasns
only the taﬁk to meke frequent glad additions,
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Misocelleneous

¥y dear Julia and I orossed. the ocean four times. I have

alrcady writiec about the Tlrst trip in ihe year 1956 and reported
that my invention at that Lime wos Hoe see my dear father and his
family. I have also mentionad the second irip in 1469; I then
visited Karl who attended the Realgymnasium in Carlsruhe. At that
44me we also visited Frankfurt, W@rzburg, Leipair, . Dresden,
Prague, Vienne, Mﬁnohen and Wiesbaden. Ide was with us. She was
at that time four and one-half yeors old, end althousch 1t wus & sroat
‘;ploaeure'to have the child with us, it is a feot thet she was often
a Gregt hindrence in the full senjoyment of the trip. Jesides
: Kan%ina and Lix}y travelled in our company but rereined with their
parents in Frenkfurt end did not Join us wntil our return tripe.
"The third trip in the year 1443 wes devoted entirely to recuperation
" and enﬁoyment. This time Ide wes also with us, butﬂin that beauti-
ful age in which the heart i8.especially open to new impressions. V8
travelled with the Cunard Stoamer by waj of Liverpool to London,
whare we found a friendly reception in the family'of Mr. Schlesinger.
bAn acoount of the strangs énd besutiful things we saw is found to my
Journals. . Our $rip started at London by waj of Calais, Brussels,
Adchen, Kgln, Frankfurt to Wﬁgzburg - whero we.remaindd for a fow
‘weeks an& folt very comfortable in the homes of our sisters and '
-brothers. Then we went by way of Né;nbarg to Mégohen, Salzkammergub,
and back to mﬁnohon, from ther to Switzerland and the Itallan Luxaa

o Milsno, and through Italy to Faples. Oh the beautifhl and sirange

sightstl On our way back we travellsd %o Venioce, Vienna,
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Thorn and Boerlin, back to Wiu‘z‘our”° it wae & round-a-bout woyr
‘but wasg ohoégg:gbﬁbocomo acqualinted with the moiher of Terdinand,
who is & well preserved aud amiable lady. We gpent a fow days with
her which wera vory heppy indeed. Whilse in Wé}zburg I invited my
sister Lena %o travel Lo Poris vith us, which invitetion was gladly
and immediately accepted and I belicve I mey say that our gtay there
will always be & plecsaent memory to her, so much mer: 80 bocause she
seldom had en opportunity to leave the family circle end had sesn very
11ttle of the world and its ways. In Paris we met Benne ¥ohn, whom we
200k with us to Milwaukee in order to start him on his way to future
8UC0B88S . | '

on our fourth European trip we took Matilda with us,
as well as Liily. end this proved to be the most enjoyanble of ail.
Porhaps I bslisve this because of the following roason: averything
" “that we saw is s%ill with m; in auch a fresh end vivid plotured, Ve
left Milwaukee in pMer-h, 1447, sailed on the Steamer Westerlend to
 Antwerp and reached $he city after a very enjoyabie tfip of twel%e
days. ¥From there wo went to Amsterdam,The Hagu;.aggusaeln, the
details of which are found in my Journel, It is nardly necessery %o
mention that we were oharmed with all that these cities offered in
art and aoenéry; Matilda, who had seon buid little, was especially
E .delighted. In oxder to carry out our plan to go dirsetly to Italy
we stayed but three days in Paris, then weat by way of marseilles to
Ni0s --= thi@/ paradise washed by the ocean. It was a hard four of
bwenty-one hours for the Fronech railway coashes offer very little {'u
comfort compared %o the Ameriocan coaches, After leaving Paris we .
rentéd cushions at a frawdiaeh, the only comfort we were a&ble bo
proour{ for the night. It was, nevertheloss, the proper Lthing to

g4 QQ ’
“huxrry the Journef'gi%\posaible for the joy was appreciatsd all ths
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mors when we could devote oursalves %o the csharm of the beautiful

laendscapss and the luxuriant tropical vegetatlone. Aftar a fow days of

delightful rest we left this beaubiful place with rerret and trevalled

by wegon to lientonz, Yonbe Cerlo and Monaco. It wes a delightful,
beautiful frip and in Monte Carlo the owners of the gambling healls
haed eorecated a magioal gardsﬁjsf.thair grounds. They aimoeﬁ gaem %o
have been trangsported from the soene of the Arabion Highits. Wa
wa$ched the roﬁlette playors for uny hours. I urgad the ladies %9
lsave, to keep them from tomptation, but we T “4i- the splondid
concaorts in the glorddusly furnished sheatre, cnd welked in %he
magnifioent'parka. : ™is entirc distrlet was vislted thﬁt-
sring by & destruotivo garth quakca Oniy.a fow traces were found
in Hicv' bué mantone noarly all the buildings were uninhabited and
mest of the aalls‘showed great fissures. In the avening we wen% by
rail to Ganoa. wheroe we steyed at & first class hotel, accordling %o
our us7u1 oustom. There we met ¥rs. Sohéllkoyf end Miss N ?émacher
by apgointment for they wanted to trevel throu “h Italy with uws . At
fivst/I wes aframi to0 travel with five ladies, but thsy proved to b8
sxoeptions to the ruls, never caused me any ai;ficulty, but added &
preut deal to make ths trip a most plecasant one. Wo went to Piss,
Rome. :aples end the surrounding country, and back te Rome, Florenoce,
and 1t; 1mmediate neighborhood, snjoying together the most piessant
uaya ”hen we travellea by way of Belogna and Méi1ano to the Italian
Lakes éhioh Teswe in our memory ths non plusultra &s far a8 soonefy
is ooncernede In Lugano, Ferdinand Meineoke and wife aﬁd e Ra&aoh
‘ withvtwo daughters Soined us, and remained with us until we lefi .
them/in Pellanza. They had planned a trip %o ‘$ha northern part of

: Swjﬁzﬁriand, but we had planned to go south %o MiiBnoe The loave

,, \
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taking was very hord for us all becausc we hgﬁg'bocomo sccugtomned
to one snotier during tho past slx weeks. 'As to tho continuétion,of
our trip to Vanice, xrzast Vianna, oalzkamergut and Huﬁchen, and
from there to Switzerland,’my Journal will toll oxplicitly. Frau

Scho¢lA0pf and *r°u1ein Puﬁrm&cher cane exprassly to Wissboden to

apend few days wilth us. Ve took a trip together as far as Cologne.

There&we celebrated our 1eavé taxing but were not sed; instead we
were so merry that I sccussd the ladies of being ofrected by the
ghampagne. The next morning Mat1Xd went to Berlin alone, ¥Vrs.
SipéllkOPf and Miss Nun?maoher to othTﬁrt. and we to Frankfybt and
,Wurzburg where we srent some ploasant aays with our sistora and
brothers. After ten days we mot lintilda in Rarlin, acocmpanied her
40 Hamburg, and watoled her departurs by steamer for Ameriéa. We
feit sed when wo left Hamburg, and after a stay of five days in
Barlin, roeturned to Wé;ziurg. Matildse was so homesick thet we did

" not mind allowing her to return to America, but this feeling waes 80
contaéious that we did not profit (Con%moro) by our three weeks stay -
in Paris. However, & very gleasunt change was furnlished by ow
rondezvous with the family of Becker and Geisberz in 3russels.

St111 the longing for home was so strong that we were happy to

board ship at Earmé}Gh the 11th of Octobor and be taken to our
Fatherland. lappy because of our adventure, we errived thers and
found'ail of our boloved ouas &s well as wo wished them to bée I
Coatill ought to mention that we passed a day of our last trip in
Darﬁptant. where we were most heartily weloomed by tne family of

the Dootor. In esch momber of ths family we bacame asoquainted with

a very amiabls person and so spent agrosable hours with them. I
7 v .

i
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am espeoislly glad thet I had the ploasure of bescoming scquaint-
ed with the Honorable Dootor 7immermann, the fnthcr of our Doctor,
of whom I had heard so many praiseworthy things, althouch ﬁo was
1n & advenced age and could spsa only wonlkly tnd indistinctly on
account of & stroko. Nevertheless he nad a very aotive mind and
followed the conversdtion slosely, espocially when 1% concerned
legel matters. Last spring the righly raspactsd gentleman
v.paased away, leaving & zreat gap in the family. He will live with
me, and others, in honorébla memory .

These European trips .Jave not +he ouly ones ihat we
took., TFrom time to time wo &lso took trips in this counﬁry.  Es~
pocially noteworthy was our six uays stay in FNiagerae Falls, whaish
was to be a rest cure for me. rurthermore, the trip down the
5t, Lawrenco River and the Thousend Isles to Montreal and Lake
George wos very wondérful. Desoriptions of these interesting
tours naturslly do not beiong hero. Luter on we made fra uent

t avtad cadlreel
visits to ¥inncapolis and St. Paul, whwne wo wore &rawn by our

© ..ghildren, Frank and Adolphine.

Although we are ne loager young, wa have not given -
up the plan of soeing more of the beautiful world, and who knows

where our love of traveling mey takse us the pext time?
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An Episode f{rom My Life

In Danger on a Tripe.

In Feburary, 1853, my business called mo %0 New Yorke

. The route I toek was from Michigan City to Tolede, in reality

only to the iilami River, which was then opvssed on & ferry. From
Toledo on I went by truin to Cleveland, Then Buffalo o Alvany.

prom hesasto i fonigsn City there was a steamooat lime whioh

: stopped at Racine, Kenosha, Waukegan und Chicugo. VWhen I arrived
at the boat I met Mr. Hull, wlth a deeply veiled lady whom he introe
dudoed as his wife, with the explanation that she‘wus.on ner way to
4"Cinoinnati to attend the funaral of lher sister. Nr. Aull beged

ma tblprotect his‘wife as fer as Cleveland, when sho would $ake the
trein to Cincinnati,and I of course consented, }.ﬁrsD Hull was vaxy
depressed and very gquilset, out the trip was uncventful £il)l wo arrive
ad =2t the liami River. We took the ferry at ten o'clock in the
evening, in a sSowsr of snow and rein. It was a terrlblp bad night
and most of the travollers were forcad tq remain in the close
querters of the salon of the boat, where they were pecked like
herring. We wait £a hour and a half for the boat to start; the air
was so bad that Mrs. Hull fainted several times, and when we finally
lended she took my arm to get oubt into the open as socn a3 poasible,
It was pitoh dark, no lanterns were-lightfpand we could not sse that
>the voat had not dooked as usual, but was placed sidewise end that
$wo boards wers placed from the boat:' ever to the landing pleos,
over whioch the travellors had to walk. We followed 0l0so uftar 6thar

passengers., I had my satchel in one hand, in the other that of Ers.
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Hull, while she had taken my orm. Suddenly she took & folcze ?tcp
and would have fullen into the weter had her showl notzééﬁghtiﬁ
lerge nail and scveral persons snatched her in tims to provent this.
‘I, however, was pulled with her snd fall head first with my two
satchels into the joy river, which was aboul twelve feat degput

that spote. »The ery arose 2t once, "Non Ovrarboard," but since

Qo one was ablf to see, it was necessary to get the lantern from

the railway traein. In the meantime I was treading water and did not
1st go of my two satenels., Filnally & reope wes thrown to me bui

upon my probtest, a man was lowaered, took my two satchels,and then

I was pullod up; I threatensd to'publish this carelessness of the

e L o PN S rbta S I i i s L

transporation csompany in all the KNew York'papers, but the officials
f‘begged me so urgently not to do it that I gave up the idea, es-
peéially since they tried thair best to make me as comfortable as

- possible, They improvised & room for me on the train by arranging
a part of the mall coach as comfortable as possible, rubbed me wikh
brandy, and begged clothes for me from other passengers. The

slothos end uhderwear wore so 1ll-fitting that I appeared ridiculous,

e e ot e ~nccaarane S 0

but I was comfortable and Gry. My own clothes hud Leen wel {hxrough
and through. Thet would not, however, baeu sorious but I hed 310C0.00
in my satshel in bank notes, which wore all stueck tosether. I worked
throughout the night piokincs them apart and drying them. Fortunataly,
‘this episode had no further consequencos; even the extraordinarily
sold bath did not herm me (& proef that I had & very sitrong ocon-
stitut;on)e I begged ¥rs. !mll not to menbtion the incldent for 1
know my wife would be worrying every time 2 took a trip. She prom}sed
and pot until three years later did my dear wife hoar of this a&vshf

§

turs from Mr, Berliner, who had besn informed dy Mr. Hull e
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The Silver Wedding.

Conclusion

: /
v Ccorrens b .<‘(\x ’

Althougﬁ'uhQ chronoloslcel order has not beon followed,

I have purposo.iy oacscn our Silver Wedding as the concludlng

Gt Uo b, 0 A gt {r,/#-/ed(\u(/u’.e Wn

ohaptor; that colobration widehuultad a survey of the past
LA I

years with the hepos for the future, end in thie regpoct is ¢ AAUvﬂ~7

sémilarfbe—tﬁa—meme§4s w&f&hﬂwa:néﬁi the main episoucs of my life.,
On Januery 11, 1877, twenty-iive ycars had passed since

my Aoer Julia und I, o8 young people, enhierod the holy bond of
matrimoay, We had mode & firm promive to stand by one amother
faithfully and to mutually adorn our life, bubt every marriago is an
ex?erimont which has to péss through a pmiiod of trial beTore 1t
can be said that it has been & success, We can honestly say, and
vy ara convinéed that we nnve stoow the trial, and theeaeforo want-
ed to celebrats this day in tho cirolitcof our very closest ralatives.
oo ned informed nn ons of this and woere for that reason totally
gurovrised when our sister-in-law, Jeuony, t0ld my wife that afternocon
to make some preparztions for she bad heard thers would be a crowd

of our frionds in to sem us that evening. When I came home in the
evoning and heard of it, the first thin;; that I dlu was to investi-
gate the wine oelluf. I found wine eriouglh, but -only three vottlos

of chnmpagne, I et onco sont down town, but becausoe it wus 80
necar the hollday soagon, all stores wore exhausted., It wes a dilemna
#hioh could not vbe avoided aml could only be romodicd by the fsot
that my wife, even though tho time was short, properod a most g%~

aellent diunvior. Korl end Alme's ongu;ument wag colobrated at the

P e . o = aamturia LS L
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time of our Silver Wedding, and so thoy.shnred with us the honoré
and good wishes of the guestis. At signt in the evening our door
bell runs and in oame the following couplos: Ir. Palme and wife,
Mr} Cramer and wife, Kr. Osecar liohr cnd wife, 2. Foisner wnd wife,
¥r. Sheidt and sister, Mr. Fischbeck, lMr, H. Segnitz end sintar,
Mr., Hongsen and wife, and I cannot romewber tho rest. Besides

them my brotuer was present with his wife, plso Lf\%i and Albvert.

Our guests went uircctly upstairs to our bedroom and took off their

wraps, then appesred tgein tud nerched around us while we stood
in the center ol the parlor. Lach couple handsd to us in passing
‘a prosent wrapped in silver puyper. These giftis ccnsisted of
broad, & spinning'vheel. e broom, & long sausage, & tox of oigars,

etc, coccompanied with a good wish in doggerel. These little

riymes always sﬁggeste& the present they amcocompanied and were very

olever and beautiful. We thanked the guests Tor their kind wishes

and. for the pleasure of their presence which added so much to the

" Joy of our celebration, ond then passing over to the tleme of the

I : .
Silver Wedding, exprossed the thoughts in my heart that if mrked

e period of time which meds firmer the union of two hearts, making

it a genuine firm bdond based on mutwal rispect and love which now

stood firm, offerins & sufc guarantee for life.

I lauded,truthfully of oourse, the help of my dear

‘Julia, seying thet she had steced by me in Joy ad in sorrow and hed

" erveated for me the greatest happiness that man oan attain, . After

we had agin shaken hands and ressived good wishes for the old and
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the young bridal palr, we enborsd the dining wroom whero 8 splendid
zable with thirty plotes was get for the coumpany. Lveryone wWasd in
good humor, happy and mérry, had good appatites, and everything
tastod fine and ohnersd Us Up. Shortly befors tne dessert was
aerved ip, Palme arose and said thet he wishod to say o few wordsj
all that had deen doni and sald until this time hed been humiug Tub
h?w somethlng would appear that wos to be & lasting @ohmemaration of
%ﬁiS‘beautiful golobration and of $he evening whicn they had spent

with us. With thess words he handed to me a silver gobleb, on which

4he names of 8ll the ussemdlod guests were ensraved. This was

£ilied with chempagne end a tocst {hooh) was sung throe times with

the wish that we wovld all mect end celebrate our golden weddling
together. The goblot was paasod. After many other toasis and

asories had been given, the guests went to their homéa sbout two

otslock. We will remember this occesion as lons as we live.

Twolve yscrs have passed since then. All our children
are married and happy. We ars surrounded by a group of soveﬁ
srand children, all of whom are angels. Sons énd gsons=in-law
ars engaged in successful fields of activity, and even if tn:bdbe
sourse of years hlack clou@a heve darkened the sumshine of lifse,
the sunny days prevail and have given.us osuse to ve tnankful that
fata has dealt so kindly with us, Ve two, my dear. Julle and I, oan
100k calmly into the futurs and will leave 4t to fate to grant
our wish to see ourvgr&ndohiliren GTOW u§ %o the joy of our children,
and at the propor time celebrate bthe golien wedding, as happily as
we 4id our silver wedding. Howeveyr,that may be, wo both feel when

we gaze upon our children thed our life was nob & w301o38 One; that -

{
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we have ogoupied our positlon in human soclety according to the
best of our ability. ‘

| Thero are two more happy events which I will have to
add: the birth of little Trudohen on September 3, 1489, and of
Lfl{} on October Yth, 1590, May they always remain to their parend

and grandparents a source of Jjoy.

January 1%, 1499,

Since I have writtsn thls book, which in apite of

my oares, 3tlll bears the prooi of happiness and my contentment, fate

.has dealt with me ia lhe most orusl muwner. iy doarly beloved

Julia, the bvest mbthor, the most devoted and self-gaoriflcing

wife, the love of my youﬁh and tuo prop of my life, has luft me
and nothing remains for me'but despair. Oz the first of Kovemver
we oelebrated her bixtizssixth birthdny. Shs was exocadingly happy
und contontoed to s5ee all hor ehlliren and grandehildren and nothing
wezded us that worry, cars and pein would so soon oume to us. On
the ninth of Novamber when I got up she told mes it would porhaps

be advisable for her to remain in bed for a‘few'days.. Upon my
questioning she confessed she falt very restless end not at all
well. I summoned our family Doctor, who &t once recognized le art

troudble, whioch he had alrsady noticed three years ago. You who

are reading this will understand my fright when two other Doctors

calléd in consultation oconfirmed his diagnosis. There followed
aevén{?ng weeks of anxiety; short breath, stomach, kidney and lung

1
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trouble, sleeplessness and restlessness which troubled her
continually. To ses & beloved wife who is even in her pein an
angel of psatience, sufferiﬁg 80 keenly without being able to
help hér, is greater than any other sorrow a human heart can bear.
She became weaker every day, especially since the épellé when
she could not breathe came oftener and oftener, until at last on
the second of Decehber her weakness ceused her tov fall asleep 8%
seven ofclock in the morning, from which she did not awaken. At
five in the afternoon her heart ceased to beat. Her only wish
during her suffering'ﬁas to fell quietly asleep and never awaken
wes literally fulfilled. I em eanxious for her to rest since she
hes 80 longed f£or it, but if she had only teken me with her! Here
I am an 0ld men, unheppy end 1onely; My heart is heavy with long-
ing which cén be sét}sfied only with death-- even though my chil-

dren try tehchéer me up. The meméry of the forty-seven heppy years

with her, the memory of the many proofs of her love and fidelity

ere &8ll that remahn%ﬂith me ¢f my compenion in 1ife; she who was
dearer to me then anything else in the worid, Whether time will

-soften my grief I do hot know. Todey I can not believe it can &®

heppen, for my longigg and homesickness for my beloved surpasses
all reasoning (of my children and my good gremdchildren) to try
end sccept what cen not be avoided in our worldly existence.

As fer es I ocen see I will heve to oclose the history of

my life with & sad desoription ¢f my unhappiness end ny despeir.




