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Introduction  

My experience in researching my German family history is one of delight in discovering so 

many records, tempered by the frustrating lack of records concerning the female side of the 

family. These can be sometimes teased out. However, too frequently the wife is ‘NN’, not 

known. Fortunately, some of my female ancestors have proved accessible, but for others this 

is not the case.  

 

This document is the story of my mother, Lieselotte Bier née Bock and her side of the family 

from Lich, Hessen. She was the daughter of Manfred Bock and Bella Fürth. Manfred’s father, 

Simon, made the move from the ancestral ‘home’ in Lich to Frankfurt am Main in 1874/5, 

where Manfred was born in 1882. This volume focuses on the earlier years and Manfred’s 

ancestors who lived in and around Lich, Hessen. More details about Manfred and Bella and 

the subsequent generations will be found in Volume 2.  

 

The research for this document has been ongoing over many years and has involved archival 

searches, many online, unavailable to previous generations. As so often, following unknown 

paths has led to encounters with researchers in Germany and beyond and considerable 

sharing of information. As will be seen in the acknowledgments below I have also met and 

been helped by some extraordinary people in Germany who have dedicated time to delving 

into the erstwhile Jews of their area.  

 

The impetus to speed up with this project has been the Stolpersteine laying for Johanna 

Bock and her son Hugo, due in March 2023, an initiative of Frankfurter Cäcilienchor which 

will be discussed below. This volume is dedicated to their memory together with those in the 

wider family who also lost their lives during the National Socialist period.  

 

My apologies both for any mistakes in the following, and also to anyone who has helped me 

whom I may have forgotten to add below.  

Acknowledgments 

This work about the early Bock ancestors would have not been possible without the 

dedicated and meticulous research undertaken by Hanno Müller over the last forty years, in 

some instances together with his colleagues, into the history of the Jews from the villages 

around Giessen.  

 

Anything pertaining to the Jewish inhabitants of the area found in the municipal and state 

records has been analysed and categorised into a series of published volumes. As well as 

painstakingly detailing the genealogical data, by sifting through the records, Hanno has 

established many previously unknown links within a family. He has also summarised the 

material according to several themes, which give a full insight into the lives of the Jews of 

the area from the 1600s on. 

 

The following are the volumes that I have used extensively: 

Juden in Lich, Birklar, Langsdorf, Muschenheim und Ettingshausen. Hanno Müller, Friedrich 
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Damrath, Monica Kingreen, Klaus Konrad-Leder, 2010 

Juden in Schotten 1629-1945 und Einartshausen 1800-1942, Hanno Müller, Monica Kingreen, 

Frank Eckhardt, Ernst Ludwig Chambré Stiftung, Lich, 2016 

Juden in Schotten und Einartshausen, Nachträge, Erweiterung Einartshausen, Hanno Müller, 

Ernst Ludwig Chambré Stiftung, Lich, 2022 

Judenfamilien in Hungen und in Inheiden, Utphe, Villingen, Obbornhofen, Bellersheim und 

Wohnbach. Hanno Müller, Dieter Bertram und Friedrich Damrath, Ernst Ludwig Chambré 

Stiftung, Lich,2009. 

 

Having already published a volume of his findings based on his research into the Jews of 

Einartshausen and Schotten in 2016, Hanno updated his research and published an 

addendum in 2022.  

 

Without duplicating the material, I have attempted to translate and summarise the findings 

where they touch on the lives of the Bock ancestors. The fascinating and fuller accounts are 

well worth studying. Where possible I have included Hanno’s references to material in the 

Staatsarchiv Darmstadt, all prefaced by HstAD. Further sources can be found in the volumes.  

 

The Lich volumes include the research of Lich resident, Inge Steul, who has done a major 

study into the historical ownership of the houses of Lich. During our visit to Lich in 2015 we 

were able to benefit from Inge’s equally meticulous research when she took us on a tour of 

the town showing us the various houses where the Bock family had lived.  

 

I would like to thank Inge for her kindness in spending time with us and ensuring we saw as 

much as possible relevant to our family. In March 2023 there will be a visit to Lich by over 20 

members of the Bock family, and Inge has once again kindly offered to be our guide. Again, 

our grateful thanks. 

 

Our visit in 2015 was all the more moving as Hanno generously picked us up from the station 

and took us to the Giessen cemetery to see the graves of members of the Bock family before 

taking us to Lich. There, to our amazement he had arranged for the ancient volumes in the 

town’s archives to be laid out, fully annotated by him, with all relevant entries. This was an 

unexpected bonus. We would also like to thank archivist Anja Stark for her help that day.  

 

Sadly, we have no personal documents from earlier times to flesh out this summary. 

Fortunately, however, for the later periods, Alice Goldschmidt [née Bock], Elsbeth 

Schloessinger [née Goldschmidt], Katie Kallenbach [née Bock], Arnold Oppenheimer and 

Joseph Straus have written their memoirs. Other details come from my mother Lieselotte 

Bier (née Bock) and Beatrice Heymann (née Hammerschlag).  All these richly capture some of 

our family history for following generations.  

 

Barbara Greve deserves wholehearted thanks and a special mention for the patience she has 

shown when teasing out the conflicting records associated with the Bachrach family. Her 

repeated studying of the records has helped link the disparate parts of their ancestry. 

 

On the Löwenthal side of the family, I would not have been able to achieve nearly as 

comprehensive a record without the invaluable help of Dr Wolfgang Fritzsche, Kultur-Büro 

AHB. He did not give up in his searching and contacting various archives! He also met us on 
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the day we visited Wiesbaden, taking us to the cemetery and introducing us to the Aktives 

Museum Spiegelgasse für Deutsch-Jüdische Geschichte in Wiesbaden and the helpful 

volunteers who were working there, whom I also thank.  

 

This account would not have been possible without the input and helpful information and 

insights from many other researchers in Germany and family genealogists. They are 

referenced in the text, but I would like to list them here and thank them for their input, 

small and large: 

 

Georg Siebert, archivist, Hessisches Staatsarchiv Darmstadt,  

Matthais Bock, Giessen branch of the famaily 

Dr. Med. Vet. Johannes Brumhard, Einartshausen 

Herr and Frau Dörmer  

Erhard Eller  

John Peter Hess, Hess branch 

Monica Zeiler and members of the Frankfurter Cäcilienchor 

Dr Hartmut Heinemann, Kommission für die Geschichte der Juden in Hessen 

Roger Cibella, genealogical researcher  

Daniel Kester, genealogical researcher  

Rolf Hofmann, Gallinger branch 

Sam Shulman, Gallinger branch 

Christian Michaelis, Gallinger branch 

Dieter Peters who searched in his database of Jewish cemeteries for any Gallinger graves1  

 

My thanks also go to my cousin Ricann Bock who designed the wonderful family tree on the 

previous page. Thanks too to Pauline Gusack and Jonathan Davies who made very useful 

corrections to the text. I would also like to mention Ma Hornung who has in different ways 

supported all my endeavours from her home in Frankfurt. Her father was a good friend of 

my father, already pre-war, and they would be delighted to know the extent of our 

friendship.  

 

Final mention to our friend Lucy Wiseman, who has once again read this text and delved into 

an unknown family, making comments and changes that are invaluable. I can’t thank you 

enough.  

 

It is worth noting that for records from Lich, the Solms-Rödelheim archive has recently been 

given to the Staatsarchiv Darmstadt. Once digitalised the records should be accessible at  

F 24 C 137/52  

 

All the volumes listed above, allocate family numbers that appear in square brackets [ ], and 

I have retained these.  

[Ein - …] refers to someone from Einartshausen 

[Scho - …] refers to someone from Schotten  

[Hung - …] refers to someone from Hungen 

 

There will be different versions in this document of Mayer, Meyer, Meier, and Maÿer (on the 

gravestone). The various records spell the name differently, so any apparent inconsistency 

should be ignored.                                           Marion Davies (née Bier), London, 2023 
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Lich and Jewish Life in Oberhessen 

Our Bock ancestors came from the small town of Lich situated in the province of 

Oberhessen, Upper Hessen. Lich lies 50km to the north of Frankfurt and 12km from Giessen 

the provincial capital. The Schloss, castle, in the town has been owned for generations of 

counts (till 1792) and princes (from 1792 till the present), the Fürsten zu Solms-Hohensolms-

Lich.  

                                         
 

 
Tombstone in the Marienstiftskirche, Lich with the figures of Reinhard I. zu Solms-Lich, 

Fürst zu Solms-Lich, zu Lich, Butzbach, Hohensolms, Cleeberg u.Villmar (1491-1562) and his 

wife Maria zu Sayn (1505-1586) 3  

 

 4 

 

Germany, before the unification of 1871, was a totally fragmented country and consisted of 

over 300 large and small entities that merely shared the German language.5 

 

View of Lich around 1650 
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Landgrafschaft / Landgrave of Hesse-Kassel in 1789 6 

  

The Landgrave was elevated to the Electorate of Hesse during the reorganisation of the 

Empire in 1803. The principality thus became known as Kurhesssen. The province of 

Oberhessen, Upper Hessen, emerged as part of the new order in 1815 after the Congress of 

Vienna.  

 

  
Oberhessen 19057 
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The Jews of Oberhessen 

 

Jews have lived in Oberhessen since the twelfth century, but few documents remain from 

the hundreds of tiny Jewish congregations each usually numbering only a few families.8 Even 

so, these tiny congregations would often have their own teacher and a small place to pray in 

a room in a home, or, when they could afford it, and if allowed by the authorities, a 

synagogue. They managed to survive because of the multitude of small patronage holders 

directly responsible to the Holy Roman Empire. The patrons were not bound by the policies 

of their respective governing prince and could therefore admit and grant protection to Jews. 

Jews were treated as easily exploited assets and could be traded between local rulers. 

However, only Jews with sufficient assets were officially allowed to reside. They were called 

Schutzjuden as they were required to pay an annual protection fee, Schutz, in exchange for a 

letter of protection. In official transactions and registers, Jews with Schutz were always 

referred to as Jud, ‘Jew’, to make clear that they enjoyed special legal status.  

 

Jews were easily exploitable and a welcome source of revenue. The protection fees were 

high and could increase at a whim. In exchange, the protection contract licensed the 

Schutzjuden to do business and included access to the judicial courts. For the duration of the 

contract the protected could not be expelled. However, protection was usually personal and 

inheritable only by one child of the family (usually male) and a new petition would have to 

be filed for any additional children who otherwise would have no independent rights of 

residence. Similarly, widows had no residential certainty. New contracts were often not 

forthcoming as there was no desire to have lots of Jews in any one place. Marriages were 

restricted and couples that wished to get married would have to wait until a ‘space’ could be 

found for them. Or they would need to move to somewhere where Schutz was available. The 

majority of Jews however could not afford the high protection payments. These might be 

allowed to live in the village, without any rights, but life was precarious as they could be 

expelled at any time for any reason and end up roaming the countryside as destitute, 

begging Jews.  

In Hessen, Jewish families had for generations lived next to their Christian neighbours, 

trading with the farmers, and like them, owning livestock and growing grain for their own 

needs. ‘A long-standing symbiosis in the sense of a durable coexistence for mutual 

advantage’ is the term Monica Kingreen9 uses to characterise relations between Jewish and 

Christian families. Integrated into society, yet not really part of it. Conforming to the 

environment in behaviour and manner, yet fundamentally marked off. Belonging to a 

community of shared interests, yet not respected as members of a social community. In 

spite of periodic intense violence and persecution, and restricted to certain trades, some 

Jews prospered. 

The end of the Napoleonic wars in 1815 freed the peasants from serfdom, but they now had 

to manage their own economic affairs. Lacking the necessary experience, many were helped 

by their Jewish neighbours, who handled various business transactions for them. Periodic 

harvest failures and low grain prices led these farmers, who were usually unable to 

understand the wider economic situation, to blame the Jews and treat them as scapegoats 

(usurers/ exploiters, etc.). This, though common in other regions, was particularly 

widespread in Hessen.10  

Historically, most Jews, and certainly the unprotected ones, were peddlers, as few trades 

were permitted to Jews. Jewish peddlers were derogatorily referred to as haggling schacher 
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Jews or schacher traders. Many peddlers dealt in ‘rags’, second-hand clothing, or any other 

sort of used goods that they could buy or exchange. Weekly, they would load their bulky 

pack with fabrics, hides, skins, notions, feathers, bedding, wool and other items.11 This could 

represent the sum total of a 'business' and offered an inadequate livelihood. Cattle trading, 

similarly linked in the dictionaries with the pejorative term schacher, was also a common 

occupation for the rural Jews of Hessen. This was sometimes linked to their occupation as 

butchers. The dictionary ascribes the derogatory term schacher to this trade too. For some it 

was the main source of income.12 They might also act as a middleman known as a 

schmoozer, particularly when dealing with a commodity beyond their means, such as cattle. 

Others traded in grain or hops.  

 

Attending regional fairs was an important part of the year where Jews could buy and sell 

goods. It also was a social meeting point where news could be exchanged, and potential 

marriage partners sought. Crossing state boundaries however was expensive. In addition to 

the normal taxes, Jews had to pay the ‘body’ tax, the Judenleibzoll; a degrading tax 

specifically for Jews, that treated them as if they were an animal or commodity.  

 

In 1806, the Solms-Lich lands were mediatised (annexed allowing the former ruler to retain 

his title and some authority) and made subject to Hesse-Darmstadt and later Prussia.13  

 

Emancipation occurred in fits and starts throughout the German lands, and especially after 

1807 and the Napoleonic era, German Jewry slowly became engaged with German culture, 

commerce and the professions. Significant in this process was the enforcement of 

compulsory secular education.  

 

Jews living in the Electorate of Hesse were officially emancipated in 1833, some having to 

fight for their rights, though I have not been able to establish the exact situation in Lich.14 

Peddlers and petty traders who traded without official permission were not permitted to 

become citizens, and were consigned to a life of poverty and hardship.15 Citizenship did not 

necessarily mean, however, that Jews would be treated with the full equality afforded to 

other citizens. Latent anti-Semitism and discrimination remained.16  

 

Currency 
 

At the time of Samuel Löw Bock, 30 Gulden would buy a cow and 1000 gulden would buy a 

good house.17 Generally, 1 Gulden was equal to 60 Kreutzer. After German unification in 

1871, use of these currencies was withdrawn. In 1873 the single Goldmark currency was 

introduced and 1 Mark was equal to 35 Kreuzer.18  

 

Jewish Lich  

 

Jews have lived in Lich for many centuries as evidenced by their mention in old Church 

documents as well as those of the Solms princely house. Inge Steul found the first 

documentary evidence of a Mikve, ritual bath, in 1436 in the Lich archives. It has not been 

possible to establish what happened to the Jews of Lich during the Black Death and other 

periods of persecution and massacre. In 1437 a Jew, Isaak from Lich, is mentioned. Much 

later, ca. 1750, Aaron Ruben buys an hourglass for the church pulpit. Also in the records for 

the 1600s, are entries of the conversion and baptism of Jewish children aged 9, 10, and 12. 
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In 1628, there were 26 Jewish inhabitants, and by 1740, nine Jewish families had settled in 

Lich living as traders.19  

 

Samuel Löw [19] (1749 - 13 January 1823), is the earliest ‘Bock’ ancestor we know about 

with certainty. In 1784 he, as one of three Vorsteher, heads of the Jewish community, the 

others being Aaron Ruben and Löw Moses, signed an Obligation on taking a 125 Gulden loan 

from the Stift Lich, the Christian community of Lich, to buy a house to be used for a 

synagogue. The synagogue was located in Synagogenstrasse, house number 196 (now 

Charlottenburg 9).20 The loan was paid off in 1792.21 

 

In the 1798 Einquartierungsliste, list for billeting troops, eight families are listed (who 

presumably have houses in which troops could be billeted) of which two households are 

those of Samuel Löw and his brother Löw Heium (Chaim). The following extract from the 

1798 Einquartierungsliste is a combination of the work of Hanno Müller, Juden in Lich page 

221, and Inge Steul. There may be some confusion over names, but it demonstrates that in 

1798, the Jews were not restricted to living in one particular street or area.  

 

Family no. Residence of House no. Current street name 

[83] Mentel, Jude  (Mendel Katz) 37 Hintergasse 37  

[75] Gerson, Jude 49 Mittelgasse 8 

[68] Löw Moses (2 houses in same street) 52 Mittelgasse 2 

[85] Eliaser Katz 94 Hintergasse 22  

[18] Löw Heium and Henrich Weishaupt 143 Oberstadt 13 

[19] Samuel Löw, Jude (also 206) 165 Schäfergasse 23 

[104] Moses (Probably Moses Löw/ Löb) 196 Charlottenburg 9 

[19] Samuel Löw (also 165) 206 Oberstadt 14 

[84] Salomon Katz 210 Ohlengasse 3 

[62] Hirsch, Jude 238 Unterstadt 5 

 AND ADDED BY INGE STEUL   
[76]  Herz Karbe 41 Mittelgasse 5 

[69] Jachet, widow of Isaak Löw 57 Müllereck 9 

 

 
Musterliste of 1818, with Samuel Löw [19] and his son Simon [23], together with their 

children and fortune.  Samuel Löw (9000 Gulden), Simon (800 Gulden) 22  
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The Lich municipal Musterliste of 181823 is the first official record of all Jews and lists 15 

Jewish heads of households representing an estimated 58 Jews including the Bock ancestors: 

Samuel Löw [19] and his sons Isaac [22] and Simon [23]. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ten years later in 1828, the Jews numbered 71 and represented 3% of the population.  

 

In 1810, a new synagogue was built next door to the old one, which was then knocked down. 

In 1921, a synagogue was built on Amtsgerichtsstrasse. The town council moved its offices 

there in 1948, and only in 2006 was the site converted into a memorial and community hall. 

Earlier, in 1988, a memorial to the 10 Jews who had been deported in 1942 was unveiled in 

front of the Marienstiftskirche, church, amid a certain amount of controversy.24   

The Jewish cemetery, dating from the beginning of the 19th century is situated on Am 

Hardtberg, on a hill above the Lich brewery. It is believed that an earlier cemetery must have 

existed but has not been found so far.  

     
Jewish cemetery, Am Hardtberg, Lich 

 

The streets of Lich are lined with old timber framed houses; several are recorded as 

belonging to the Bock family in the 18th and 19th centuries and are detailed below.   

 

The 1828 census elaborates the professions of the Lich inhabitants. We therefore know that 

Lich Jews, in common with most rural Jews, were cattle and horse traders, peddlers and 

traders in textiles and grain, some were soap and candle makers. As well as peddling, some 

owned shops and traded primarily in Ellenware, material merchandise that was measured by 

the Elle.25  

 

In general, the Elle trade was mainly hausierend, peddled from home to home, by the owner 

13.Samuel Bock [19] geb. 1759, Handelsmann, 9.000 fl. Vermögen, gest. 

   Frau: Hennel, geb. 1751, gest. 

   Söhne: a) Simon, geb. 1777, (verh.) im Ort Nr. 14, gest. 

    b) Isaac, geb. 1784, (verh.) 1816 im Ort Nr. 1 

    c) Löb, geb. 1792, (verh.) in Gießen, gest. 10.10.1863 

    d) Meyer, geb. 1800, dispensiert (vom Militärdienst?) 13.2.1821 

 

14.Simon Bock [23] geb. 1777, Handelsmann, 800 fl. Vermögen 

   Frau: Hanna, geb. 1792, gest. 12.7.1856 

   Söhne:  a) Abraham, geb. 1810 

    b) Nathan, geb. 1817, gest. 29.9.1875 

    c) Meyer, geb. 18.4.1820, Frau geb. 9.12.1830 

    d) Moses, geb. 1820, gest.; 

   Tochter: 1. Rückel, geb. 1815, gest. 
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or by his employees. Textiles would be wrapped in an oilcloth and carried on the shoulder.  

 

    
 

In the nineteenth century, with the slow improvement in legal status and a relaxation of 

restrictions on Jews, including where they could live, the small rural congregations dwindled. 

An important factor was the expansion of the railway network and in around 1860, the main 

line to Frankfurt am Main opened from nearby Giessen. So, in common with innumerable 

other rural Jews, our Bock ancestors decided to head for new economic opportunities. In 

their case, in the 1870s, they moved to Frankfurt am Main. Unfortunately, we do not have 

any written correspondence or other details from this time. 

Juden als Ortsbürger [local citizens] in Lich 26 

 

Birth 

name  
D.o.B 

Date of 

Adoption 

as Citizen 

Town Wife Occupation 

Bock, 

Meyer 
1796 

1828, 

05.12. 
Lich 

Betty (Mändel) 1806, 

born in Odenhausen 
Handelsmann 

Bock, 

Simon 
03.05.1780 

1834, 

28.02. 
Lich 

Hanna (Hess), born in 

Einartshausen  
Handelsmann 

Bock, 

Nathan 
10.01.1810 

1835, 

08.11. 
Lich 

Rebecca (Lion), born  

in Mardorf bei 

Kirchhain in 

Kurhessen 

Handelsmann 

Bock, 

Nathan 
1817 

1847, 

04.01. 
Lich  Handelsmann 

Bock,  

Jessel 
1820 

1850, 

18.04. 
Lich  Ellenwarenhändler 

Bock, 

Meyer 

jun. (II.) 

18.04.1820 
1854, 

21.12. 
Lich  Handelsmann 

 

  

An example of the Elle [on right wall] measure 

outside the Rathaus (Townhall) in Regensburg 
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The fate of the Jews from Lich27  

 

In 1828 the Jewish population numbered 71. In 1933 there were 73 Jews. Violent anti-

Semitic riots erupted in Lich in 1933, during which the SA assaulted Jews and vandalised 

their property. By the spring of 1938, 56 Jews had left Lich. Hanno Müller has detailed the 

history of that period in his Lich volume. 

 

On Kristallnacht/Reichsprogramnacht local Jewish men were deported to Buchenwald, 

where one died. Rioters destroyed the synagogue’s interior, burned ritual objects in the 

street and looted Jewish homes. The last five Jews of Lich were deported to Auschwitz in 

1942. At least 34 local Jews perished in the Shoah.28 French POWs were housed in the 

synagogue during the war.  

 

            
Memorial to the murdered Jews of Lich erected in front of the Marienstiftskirche in 1988 

 

Johanna Bock is the only member of the family who was born in Lich who was murdered by 

the Nazis.  She was taken from Frankfurt am Main, where she was living, as was her son 

Hugo. As are detailed below, Stolpersteine, 29 stumbling stones, in both their memories, will 

be laid in Frankfurt in March 2023. Alongside will be Stolpersteine for Hugo’s wife’s mother, 

Rosalie Kern, who was also murdered, as well as for his wife Martha Bock and their two 

daughters, Erika and Lili who managed to escape.   

 

From the Court/Civil records30  

 

The Ettingshausen minute book starts in 1788. It contains over 600 pages detailing the court 

days that occurred every November. In it are also recorded all new subjects’ oaths of 

allegiance to the local Graf, count. All lawsuits were recorded together with fines levied etc. 

and the real estate transactions made during the year.  The information is useful in that it 

adds colour to these past lives, but results in an unbalanced view. Jews were listed because 

of their transgressions and in the main civil infringements; normal life is not recorded, thus 

confirming the stereotype. 

 

Between 1805 and 1807 there were 2 appeals by the Schutzjude Samuel Löw of Lich before 
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the princely government of Lich about a dispute with the Red and White Tanners Guild 

regarding their authorisation for the purchase and sale of cattle hides according to the guild 

system. 

 

1818-19 Appeal over the rights for trading in wool by the Schutzjude Samuel Löw Bock from 

Lich, against two others from Laubach and Wetterfeld. 

 

1818-1819 Jud Simon Bock of Lich. Appeal over a dispute over the payment of a supply of 

yarn.  

 

1823-1824 Confirmation of Princess Henriette Sophie v. Solms – Lich’s bond of 12.000 

Gulden.  And that Schutzjuden Löw Bock's heirs are confirmed as creditors. These include 

Isaak, Simon, Meyer und Löw Bock from Lich, the Hess children in Schotten and the Worms 

children in Gießen whose guardians are Simon and Meyer Bock from Lich.  

 

1829 Regulation: Schutzjude and their sons in this case, Meyer Bock [presumably the son of 

Samuel Löw] from Lich, are not to be treated as foreigners and will have to pay Einzugsgeld, 

entry fee, for their acceptance as local citizens. 

31 

 

 1830-1837. Confirmation of the debt and pawn of Princess Henriette Sophie v. Solms 

– Lich for 500,000 and 300,000 Gulden. Also, a pledge of the tithe of Rossbach to 

various creditors, including the heirs of Samuel Löw Bock of Lich. 

 1834-1839 Samuel Löb [sic] Bock’s heirs demanded the enforcement of a debt and 

especially the seizure of salary. 

 1837 Prohibition of Nathan Bock of Lich to peddle due to the lack of a patent. 

 1839 A case against the Vorsteher der Judengemeinde, Simon Bock und Löb Levi 

Mendelsohn. Appeal over a dispute of trespassing (obstructing a window). 

 1847-1848 Meyer Bock was in dispute with a candidate for the Parish council over his 

entitlement for payment of a delivery of Elle goods. (Not clear which Meyer). 

 In 1865 David Brodt, a master tailor, sought permission to enter Meyer Bock Junior’s 

courtyard and basement at any time of day or night.32  
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Summary of the Bock family in Lich, with thanks to Hanno Müller 33 

Please note some names/dates may have changed since the Lich volume was published 
 

 Lich Name aus/nach geboren

 Heirat gestorben 

 18. Bock, Heyum   

 23.02.1817 

  oo   N.N. 

  1. Moses 25 

 1834 
  2. Meyer 20 1809 

 20.05.1866 

 

 19. Bock, Samuel Löw (auch Samuel Löw) 

 1749  13.01.1823 
  oo   Händle/Hennel/Hündele 

 1753  30.03.1838 

  1. Simon 23 03.05.1780 

 11.08.1848 

  2. Isaac 22 1784 181_

 15.03.1857 
  3. Edel 59  1811  

  4. Rebecca 93 Sept. 1792

 1812 29.11.1821 

  5. Löb 21 ca. 1792 

 10.10.1863 
  6. Ephraim 

  7. Meyer 24 1796/1800?

 1829  

 

 20. Bock, Mayer III.   (Meyer Heinemann) 18

 1809  20.05.1866 

 

 21. Bock, Löb 19 1792/1794    7.6.1825

 11.10.1863 

Gräber/Grabsteine: Die Gräber der Eheleute sind auf dem Alten Friedhof in Gießen (er: AFh lib. II 107, sie: 
AFh lib. III 173) erhalten (BROSCHEK, 1995, S. 92). 

  oo Homberger, Malchen 

 05.06.1802  11.10.1877 

  1. Samuel/Siegmund 

 15.05.1827 1855 29.12.1884 

Grab/Grabstein: Die Gräber (AFh lib. III Nr. 210 u. 211; BROSCHEK, 1995, S. 92) der Eheleute sind auf dem 
Alten Friedhof in Gießen erhalten.  

  oo Hirsch, Scheile 62

 1796  22.04.1837 

  1. Löb  15.12.1815 

 00.05.1819 
  2. Jessel 28 06.09.1820 1850

 04.11.1869 

  3. Samuel  16.03.1824 

 05.05.1849 

 
 23. Bock, Simon 19 03.05.1780 

 11.08.1848 
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  oo Hess, Hanna Einartshausen 25 05.03.1792 

 12.07.1856 

   1. Löw   Seinen Tod bezeugte Eliaser Katz [85] Frau.  

  16.01.1809 

   2. Abraham 26 01.03.1810
 1836 07.04.1884 

   3. Ephraim  01.08.1812 

   4. Friederika  1814 

 05.12.1838 

   5. Abraham  05.12.1815 

  
   6. Nathan 27 17.04.1817

 1847 29.09.1875 

   7. Mayer ) Zw. 29

 18.04.1820 1855  

   8. Moses ) Zw. 
 18.04.1820  01.06.1837 

   9. (10. Kind) Libetta/Elisabethe/Lietchen 

 04.08.1823  25.06.1892 

  10. (7. Kind) Samuel 

 14.12.1825  17.10.1853 
  11. (8. Kind) Jacob 

 29.12.1827  23.08.1855 

  12. (9. Kind) Sohn 

 04.07.1829  10.07.1829 

  13. (9. Kind) Marcus 
 02.10.1830  N.-Amerika 

  14. (10). Adelheid 

 07.07.1833  07.02.1834 

 

 24. Bock, Meyer I. 19 03.08.1796

 07.01.1829      31.07. 1865     
  oo Mändel/Mandel, Betty 

 1806   

  1. Samuel  24.04.1829 

 15.05.1829 

  2. Nättchen  07.03.1830 
 04.06.1833 

  3. Bertha  22.11.1831

 1853 06.04.1856 

  4. Emanuel Löb  25.11.1833  

  5. Bette/Biene  15.10.1835
 1857  

  6. Henriette/Philippine 

 11.06.1838   

  7. Helene/Lina  16.08.1840 

  8. Adelheit  09.03.1843  

  9. Theresia  03.07.1847 
 07.06.1864 

 

 25. Bock, Moses  (auch Moses Heinemann) 18 

 23.03.1834 

  oo Stiefel, Carolina 129

 04.10.1809   
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 26. Bock, Abraham 23 01.03.1810

 27.01.1836 07.04.1884 

Grab/Grabsteine: Sein Grab (Li-13) ist auf dem jüdischen Friedhof in Lich erhalten. Siehe DAMRATH, 1989, 

S. 192. 

  oo Lion, Rebekka 
 26.12.1812   

  ?1. Kind 

 

 27. Bock, Nathan 23 17.04.1817

 03.03.1847 29.09.1875 

Grab/Grabstein: Der Doppelgrabstein (Li-06) der Eheleute ist auf dem jüdischen Friedhof in Lich erhalten. 
Siehe DAMRATH, 1989, S. 191. 

  oo David, Zippora 

 1820  27.04.1876 

  1. Samuel  16.03.1848  

  2. Simon  05.09.1854  
 

 28. Bock, Jessel/Joseph 22

 06.09.1820 16.10.1850 04.11.1869 

Grab/Grabstein: Sein Grab (Li-03) ist auf dem jüdischen Friedhof in Lich erhalten. Siehe DAMRATH, 1989, S. 

191. 
  oo Heß, Johannette 

 07.12.1829   

  1. Hilda  02.08.1853   

  2. Willy  17.08.1854   

  3. Emma  17.10.1855 
  4. Jenny  07.07.1857 

 

 29. Bock, Mayer junior /II.(1859) 23

 18.04.1820 31.01.1855  

  oo Bachrach, Ranchen 

 09.12.1830 
   1. Simon  28.02.1856 

   2. Adolph  06.05.1857 

 04.09.1857 

   3. Johanna   „Sara“  25. Jan. 1939 

 03.06.1858  Murdered 
   4. Jacobine  22.08.1859 

 05.09.1860 

   5. Hilda  24.08.1860   

   6. Emma  26.09.1861 

 11.03.1862 
   7. Nathan  09.02.1863  

    8. Ida  24.05.1864 

   9. Samuel  26.07.1865 

 27.09.1866 

  10. Thekla   „Sara“   19. Jan. 1939 

 03.05.1867   
  11. Abraham  27.07.1868  

  12. William  11.04.1870 

  13. Moses  18.12.1871 
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Samuel Löw (Bock) [19], (1749 - 13 January 1823) and Händle / Hennel / 

Hündle, (1753 - 30 March 1838) 

 

 
Samuel Löw is both the earliest recorded Bock ancestor and also one of the first Jews listed 

in the Lich municipal records. Unfortunately, nothing is known about his background or 

antecedents, though fortunately some aspects of his life are hinted at in the records of legal 

proceedings and business transactions. As one of the richest men in Lich, his wealth was 

significant, enabling him to own his house without a mortgage. In fact, he owned several 

houses - all still standing. It is not known where Samuel Löw’s wealth came from. 

 

The very earliest reference to Samuel Löw is in the 1775 records of the nearby village of 

Ettingshausen.34 Here Samuel is referred as an adjunct to his brother Heyum /Chaim [18] - 

Jud Heium des Handelsjuden Samuel Löwen Bruder von Lich. Heyum was found drowned ‘in 

the Wetter [river]’ in 1817. 

 

  River Wetter near Kloster Arnsburg 
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Early records, dating from the last decades of the 18th century, refer to Samuel Löw as a 

Schutzjude, a protected Jew. After 1808, as required by the new law, Samuel Löw and his 

sons acquired ‘Bock’ as their surname. The reasons for choosing ‘Bock’ are not known.35   

 

The earliest mention of a Jew living in Lich is Loib Moses, (Löw Moses [68]), who in 1772 had 

a house in Hintergasse. Samuel Löw is also recorded as living in that street, but this 

reference is undated.  

 

In 1783 Aaron Ruben[5b] and Samuel Löw were guardians of the daughter (and possibly 

other children) of Jude Baruch[8a].  

 

The earliest Jewish communal records start in 1784. Between 1784 and 1818 Samuel 

Löw[19] (signature in Hebrew, Shmuel bar Lieb) and Löw Moses[68] (signature in Hebrew, 

Lieb ben Moshe) were both, together with Aaron Ruben[5b], the Vorsteher, or heads of the 

Jewish community. All three were Schutzjuden and in 1784, as mentioned earlier, signed an 

Obligation to pay back the loan the Christian community had made to enable them to buy a 

house that could be used as a synagogue. Whereas Aaron’s signature was in flamboyant 

German letters, the other two still signed in flowing Hebrew.  

 
24 June 1784 Obligation with the signatures of the three Vorsteher: Aaron Rubens, Löw 

Moses, Samuel Löw 36 
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Shmuel bar Leyb, Samuel son of Löw 

 

Samuel Löw was evidently regarded as having the authority in 1795, as head of the Jewish 

community, to check the Krambuch, trading book where the individual’s income was listed, 

of another local Jew, Herz Aron [229], and confirm his arrears.  

 

In 1798, in the Lich Einquartierungsliste, list of those allocated billets for soldiers, Samuel 

Löw was allocated one soldier. He is listed as owning house number 165, (Schäfergasse 23, 

named after the tannery, though it was originally called Schindegasse).37  

 

   
1798 Einquartierungsliste, house no 165 38 

 

The house was located at the bottom of the hill, directly opposite the tannery. At the time it 

must have been an unpleasant and smelly place to live, one the locals would have regarded 

as only suitable for a Jew.  

 

Samuel Löw also owned house number 206, (Oberstadt 14) in a more desirable part of town. 

In both cases the neighbours were Christian.  

 

 
1798 Einquartierungsliste, house no 206 39 

 

According to an older land register, Samuel Löw also owned house number 153, (Oberstadt 

31), which passed to his son Isaac Bock [22] in 1830.  

 

Further, in the Hypothekenbuch, Mortgage Book, of 1795, Samuel Löw lived in Hintergasse 

next to Caspar Müller’s daughter Maria Elisabeth.40 Caspar Müller and his daughter lived 

according to Inge Steul in Hintergasse 9. So Steul suggests that in 1795 Samuel Löw Bock 

must have lived in either Hintergasse 7 or Hintergasse 11.  

 

Samuel Löw died in house number 206 in 1823 and the house passed in 1830 to his son 

Meyer Bock [24]. Meyer lived there from 1829 to 1858.  
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The difficulties a Jew might have in acquiring property is evident from the following: 

The records state that in October 1793, the organist Philip Heller bought Johannes 

Hofmann’s Hofreite, farmhouse with a stable, for 491 Gulden. After it turned out that Heller 

acted on behalf of Samuel Löw Bock, Konrad Albach lodged an objection against the auction, 

and the house was auctioned at a further date for 530 Gulden and Albach is recorded as the 

owner in 1799.  

 

Samuel Löw is described in the records as being a cattle and goods dealer and also a 

moneylender. He and his sons were also described as Ellenwarenhandeler and in the 1821 

Steinbach records, the Jew, Samuel Bock delivered for 30 Kr, ¼ Elle red cloth for a 

policeman’s jacket: dem Juden Samuel Bock zu Lich für ¼ Elle geliefertes rothes Tuch zu dem 

Polizeidiener Mantel 30 Kr.  

 

Some dealers sold Ellenwaren from their house, but there is no evidence that Samuel Löw 

did. In an 1838 lawsuit, his son Simon [23], no doubt like his forbears, was described as a 

peddler who traded from house to house and did not have a ‘shop’. In the same case it is 

noted that his brother, Meyer Bock [24] has a ‘shop’ in Lich; (most likely a room in his 

house). However, all are described as ‘selling from door to door’. (This lawsuit is referred to 

again in Simon’s section) 

Hanno Müller’s view is that peddlers played an important role in providing the scattered 

rural farming households with goods not available in the local shops, perhaps the odd 

‘luxury’, as few could spare the time or cost to come into town.  

Samuel Löw, like many members of the wider Bock family was engaged in cattle trade and 

probably also kept a few cattle for the family’s domestic use. He is recorded in the 

Ettingshausen minute book41 as having paid several fines for various infringements 

associated with his cattle dealing. In 1793 he paid 1 Gulden for having driven 2 pairs of oxen 

through the oats. In 1795 he was fined 4 Gulden together with his brother Jud Heium for 

tending a pair of bulls on the Geissen road. In 1799 he was fined ½ Gulden for riding a horse 

through the corn. In 1801 he was once again tending 4 pairs of oxen in the forest and had to 

pay a fine of 3 Gulden. In 1802 he was fined again, this time 6 Gulden, for tending 3 pairs of 

oxen in a different forest. In 1820 in the Steinbach records, mention is made of a small fine, 

possibly due to damage caused by his cattle, paid by Samuel Bock from Lich and his two 

sons. 

 

When infringements and claims for damages are the sole source of information, the view is 

of people, unfortunately, who were not law-abiding. As very large flocks of cattle, oxen and 

bulls were regularly driven to market over vast distances, it is not surprising that there was 

plenty of damage to fields, hedges and properties. And even animals kept for domestic 

purposes incurred occasional damage.   

 

Samuel is also mentioned in several records including the Court/Civil records (in the 

Introduction).  

 

The level of these fines and court cases does not seem very high when the assets of Samuel 

Löw are taken into account. By 1818 he had a considerable fortune of 9,000 Gulden. At the 

time, a cow would cost about 30 Gulden and a good house 1000 gulden.42  
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Numerous loans were entered in the Lich municipal mortgage book and Samuel Löw’s name 

appears frequently as a significant moneylender. For example, he made 35 loans between 

1785 and 1820 totaling 5,603 Gulden.  

 

In 1822/23 Princess Henriette of Solms-Lich confirmed a debenture over 12,000 Gulden to 

his heirs. In 1831, the interest rate was reduced to 3½%. The debt was repaid in 1839 and 

divided amongst his sons. The record book in the Lich archives records each payment made 

with a receipt of interest.  

 

On 29 December 1822, Samuel Löw lent the town of Lich 2,350 Gulden, at an interest rate of 

5%. The loan was secured on a wood owned by the town situated by the Hattenröder Weg. 

It had a size of 175 Morgen, about 117 acres. 

 

 43 

 

Samuel Löw’s two sons, Simon [23] and Meyer Bock [24] were named in the 1833 invoice of 

the Mayor of Steinbach as the executors of Samuel ‘Levi’ Bock in connection with a loan to 

the municipality of Steinbach of over 1,500 Gulden.  

 

Among Samuel Löw’s debtors were the father and son Wasenmeister, or knackers - a job 

title for those involved in disposing of animal carcasses and animal waste. 44 They must have 

worked in or near the tannery opposite Samuel Löw’s house.  

 

Samuel Löw married Händle / Hennel / Hündele but nothing more is known about her or her 

origins. 

 

They had the following children: 

 

1. Simon Bock [23] (3 May 1780 – 11 August 1848) and Hanna Hess (5 March 1792 – 

7 December 1856). 

2. Isaac [22] (1784 – 1857). Married Scheile Hirsch. 3 children.  

3. Edel [59] married Emanuel Hess in 1811. 1 child 

4. Rebecca [93] (1792 -1821). Married Joseph Kaufmann. 3 children. 

Obligation of a loan by Samuel Löw to the town of Lich of 

2,350 Gulden, on 29 Dec 1822  
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5. Löb/ Löw [21] (c.1792 -1863). Married Malchen Homberger. See below 

6. Ephraim 

7. Meyer [24] (1796 – 1865). Married Betty Mandel. 9 children. Both buried in 

Frankfurt/Main 

 

 

    
Death reports of Samuel Löw 13 January 1823, signed by his sons Simon and Löb 45 

and  

Death report of Hündle, his widow, 30 March 1838 46 

 

After Samuel Löw's death, his wife Händle sought authorisation in 1824 for a Hausierpatent, 

permission to trade from door to door, hausier, for her nephew Moses Heinemann (Bock) 

[25]. The request was rejected because the nephew, ‘the son of her brother-in-law’ [Heyem, 

who was drowned in the weather in 1817] was not a protected Jew in Lich. She kept the 

Hausierpatent herself and ‘employed’ the nephew as a ‘servant’. Canny!  

 

As a widow, Händle is recorded as paying four times higher Municipal tax than the average 

Jew or Christian. In 1825, two years after her husband’s death, she was the 17th richest of 

540 taxable Lich residents. She was also the Jew with the highest taxed capital. 

 

According to the 1833 records, five years before she died, Samuel Löw's widow did not own 

a house but did own a quarter acre garden. Händle died aged 85 in 1838 in house 206 where 

she had lived with Samuel Löw, and which now belonged to her son Meyer. 
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Händle’s signature indicates she could read and write Hebrew, but most probably not 

German. It contrasts strongly with the flowing, confident signature of her sons Simon and 

Isaac. Meyer’s is more restrained and formal.   
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Simon Bock [23] (3 May 1780 – 11 August 1848) and Hanna Hess (5 March 

1792 -7 December 1856). Married in 1810 

 

 
 

 

 Simon was, like his father, an Elle goods dealer and moneylender. There is no evidence, 

however, of him being a cattle dealer. An insight into the Ellenwarengeschäft business is 

obtained from the receipts and bills dated 1850, which were found in 2007 by Gerhard 

Dörmer when he renovated his house, now Oberstadt 13 (earlier house number 143).48 

Simon’s son Nathan [27] had taken over this house from his father. The bills were found in a 

small bundle behind the oven in the kitchen. Although Simon died in 1848, the bills are all 

addressed to Simon Bock (once Simon Bock II) and it seems that the business continued as 

‘Simon Bock’. 
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We met Herr and Frau Dörmer in 2015 and they showed us the kitchen where the bills had 

been found. Note how narrow the house was. 

 
 

From the level of business indicated by the receipts, it is clear that Simon, and probably 

other members of the family, would have gone annually to the Frankfurt Messe, the large, 

famous trade fair held on the second day of Easter. Here he bought his stock, paying out in 

advance significant amounts of money. The receipts and bills indicate that large quantities of 

fabric were bought (and later sold) and included satin, cotton for work trousers, sacking, 

ticking to cover mattresses, gauze, buckskin, twill in a variety of colours etc. Cuban cigars 

ordered for a client in Giessen gives evidence of diversification (or it could have been a 

special request or a favour…). One account was from as far away as Meran in South Tyrol. 
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Between 1830 and 1842, like their father before them, Simon and Meyer Bock [24] were 

both Vorsteher, chairmen of the Jewish community.   

 

Together with his son Abraham Bock [26], and brother Meyer Bock [24], Simon was noted in 

1838 as paying 36 Gulden Einzugsgeld, a fee or tax imposed on ‘new town citizens’. Upon 

payment the 'new' citizens undertook not to avail themselves of community benefits for the 

first three years. In 1834 Simon also paid on behalf of himself and his wife Feuereimergeld - 

a fee paid to cover the cost of a leather bucket, so they could join a water chain in the case 

of a fire, obligatory for all citizens. 

 

 

 49 

 

The tax paid by Simon was significantly above the average for both the Jews and Christians. 

In 1825 he was 37th richest out of the 540 taxpayers in Lich, and 20 years later he had 

maintained this position despite an increase in the population. 

 

As moneylender, Simon made two loans in 1819 and 1821, recorded in the mortgage book. 

In 1830 and in 1833 he received 72 Gulden and 63 Gulden respectively from the city as 

interest on the loans his father had made.  His sons inherited the loan/interest.   

 

Simon Bock: entry of his citizenship in 

the Lich Ortsbürger register, together 

with his wife Hanna, 28 Feb 1834 
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Entry in the 1750 –1826 Hypothekenbuch, mortgage book, 22.11.1823 with the signatures 

of the brothers Simon, Isaac, Löb and Meyer Bock 50 

 

Simon married Hanna Hess in 1810. She was the daughter of Nathan Hess [Einarthausen 45] 

(1751 – 24 December 1813) and Ella Meier (1765/6 -2 March 1833).51  

 

Hanna was brought up in Einartshausen. The Hesse State Records refer to the imposition of 

a prison term on her for what seems like a minor misdemeanor that does give us the briefest 

insight into her life. What really happened with the church elder? 

 

In June 1806, the church elder Johannes Lind presented the administrator Augst with a 

head of lettuce that Hanna, the daughter of the ‘Jew Nathan Abraham’ [Einartshausen 

-45], had stolen from him. Hanna resisted when Lind led her to the Amtshaus, town 

hall, calling him an old liar and claiming he had beaten her. Due to the theft, she was 

sentenced to spend 2 times 24 hours in the Pezzenloch, detention house. Augst wrote 

in his report that as stealing from fields was fashionable among Christians and Jews in 

Einartshausen, this punishment would act as a deterrent. The parents made three 

submissions to the authorities for leniency to convert the arrest into a fine, arguing 

among other things that a quartered soldier had demanded salad, whereupon Hanna 

had committed the ‘ill-considered prank’. Her mother also stated that she was ‘15 

years old and engaged to the son of the rich Jew Bock [Samuel Löw, Lich-19] in Lich, 

and might end the engagement and thus her daughter’s future happiness or it might 

even become a gnawing worm for her and her certainly good husband’. These 

arguments held no sway, and Hanna had to serve 48 hours in the Pezzenloch.52 The 

marriage took place, and history does not relate the real reason for the misdemeanor 

or if her future husband knew about it, nor if it resulted in a ‘gnawing worm’ in their 

marriage.  

 

As Simon and Hanna had 14 children, one can only assume their marriage was reasonably 

satisfactory. All their children were born in Lich in house number 144. Five died in infancy, 

five died in their teens or twenties, and only four, Abraham, Nathan, Mayer and Libetta 

survived to middle/old age.  
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1. Löw died 1809 

2. Abraham [26] (1810 -1884). In 1836 he married Rebecca Lion from Mardorf. He is 

buried in Lich and a broken part of his gravestone still exists (see below). 

3. Ephraim 1812 

4. Friederika (1814 -1838). She died at the age of 24 in the house number 144.  

5. Abraham 1815 Probably the name was wrongly written in the register [see second 

child].  

6. Nathan [27] (1817 - 1875). In 1847 he married Zipporah David from Homberg / 

Ohm. They are both buried in Lich and their gravestones still exist.  

Nathan published the following advertisement in Lich on 16 May 1847 

"Opening of business. Nathan Bock in Lich is recommended with his newly established 

business in ‘Colonial-Specerei-iron and wooden goods as well as in hollow and sheet 

glass...at the cheapest prices. " 53 There are more details about Nathan in MÜller’s Juden in 

Lich page 65.   

 

7. Mayer [29] (Twin) (18.4.1820 - 8.5.1881). In 1855 he married Ranchen Bachrach 

from Neustadt  

8. Moses (Twin) (18.4.1820 - 01.06.1837). He died aged 17  "in the home of his 

parents number 144".  

9. Libetta / Elisabethe / Lietchen (1823 -1892). Her grave and gravestone are in the 

Jewish part of the old cemetery of Giessen, although she does not seem to have died 

in Giessen. 

10. Samuel (1825 -1853). He died at the age of 27 in house number 144.  

11. Jacob (1827 -1855). He died at the age of 28 in house number 153.  

12. Son (1829 -1829) 

13. Marcus (1830-1853). He went to USA and in the register of births it was noted "In 

the summer of 1853, died in Baltimore, America according to the consulate's 

certificate".  

14. Adelheid (1833 -1834) 

 

Education: 

Simon is not recorded as paying Schulgeld, school fees, for his oldest children, probably 

because primary education was not yet compulsory. He did, however, pay both Schulgeld  

and Holzgeld, school fees for fees for firewood to heat the school in winter, for his son 

Nathan and his younger brothers, as well as Nathan’s sister Libetta. In some cases the 

records are for fees for Jewish religious instruction and/or school fees. It would appear that 

Simon paid for his children until they were 13/14.  

 

Simon paid the following, according to the records: 

Jacob, 1836-41, school fees for Jewish religious instruction  

Nathan, Mayer and Moses in 1830, for wood to heat the classroom. 

Libetta, Samuel, Moses and Mayer, in 1831 and 1833, for wood.  

Libetta, in 1836, when she was 13, school fees for Libetta's Jewish religious instruction. In 

1837, for schooling and wood. 

Samuel, 1836-1838, school fees for Jewish religious instruction  

Samuel, Jacob and Marcus, in 1837 -1840, for school fees and wood. 

Marcus, 1837-1844, school fees for Jewish religious instruction. 
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Other school records show that in March 1836, Libetta was missing from school, without an 

excuse, but with her father’s knowledge. Samuel and his brother Jacob were absent from 

school between 6 and 13 December 1838. ‘Ostensibly because of a death that took place in 

the house (their sister Friederica died on December 5, 1838) and Samuel had imposed a 7-

day mourning, shiva. Because of his apologetic appeal, the two sons of Simon Bock will not 

be punished’.  

 

Houses and landownership: 

Simon took over house number 165 (Schäfergasse 23) from his father and paid him 13 

Kreuzer.  

 

Sometime after 1829, Simon paid 45 Kreuzer for the house number 144 (Oberstadt 15). 

According to an older land register, it belonged to Johann Lotz. Simon acquired it through an 

exchange of houses:  Johann Lotz and John Gilbert each took half of house number 165.  

House 144, similar to the neighbouring houses, had stables at the back. The Land Registry 

records that house number 143 (Oberstadt 13), also belonged to Simon [or his estate] for 

several years until 1851 and was taken over by his son Nathan. [27].  

 

The 1833 records show that Simon Bock also had 2¾ Morgen54 and 22 Ruthen55 farmland. 

 

In 1841, he bought 200 roof tiles from the municipal brick kiln and in 1844 bought both 

normal bricks and special rim (curved) bricks. 

 

Simon died aged 68 in house 144.  

 

 56 

 

Hanna died aged 64 years in house 153 (Oberstadt 31), which at that time was owned by her 

brother-in-law Isaac Bock [22]. 

 

Attempts to remove the local citizenship rights of Simon Bock [23] and Meier 57 Bock [24] 

in 1838 58 

 

In 1838, Simon and his brother Meier (Meyer) Bock were involved in a protocol concerning 

their citizenship and local civil rights that was tied into the city’s administration of Loosholz. 

Register of Simon’s death on 11 August 

1848 
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Loosholz was an entitlement for citizens to get wood from the town’s forest. Jews such as 

Simon and Meier were not considered residents with citizenship rights and were therefore 

not entitled to partake in the lottery that allocated the differing qualities wood. Simon had 

somehow ‘wangled’ his way to get firewood. The protocol mentions that some Jews, despite 

a ban on such activities, sold the wood on. 

 

Hanno Müller explained this further. By 1838 the richer Jews like Simon and Meier Bock had 

become local citizens, Ortsbürger, and the Lich council wanted to remove their local civil 

rights, Ortsbürgerecht. They also wanted to withdraw their Staatsbürgerrecht, citizenship, 

which according to Hanno was impossible. Formerly, by decree, a Jew whose trade was a 

Schacherhandel, peddling, could not become a citizen. However, generally peddling was a 

poor Jew’s trade and Simon and Meier Bock were rich Jews. Hanno believes there was some 

anti-Semitism involved in the protocol, but also envy.  

 

A rough translation of the protocol reveals its latent anti-Semitism: 

The [local] Jews had never received Loosholz, but twice Meier succeeded in obtaining some. 

The regulations of 16 January of the year, however, expressly state that Jews who engage in 

Schacherhandel, cannot receive anything because, under such circumstances, they cannot be 

citizens. We are, however, compelled to apply today for the withdrawal of the citizenship 

right. Many years ago, the citizens mentioned here succeeded in acquiring citizenship. Later, 

a son of Simon Bock (Abraham?) was treated as a local citizen. But now, it can be seen that 

they have sought this right not as a general one, but only for their own advantage and to 

acquire considerable advantages 

 

Simon Bock is a rich man who, with his many boys (of which not a single one learnt a trade 

but are all brought up in the spirit of Schacherhandel,) carries on the Elle merchandise trade.  

He has a Hausirpatent and sells from door to door but does not have a shop. He does not, 

therefore, endeavour to nourish bourgeois trades, while on the other hand his children can 

benefit as local citizens, and do not need Schutz for their marriages. And because he is rich, 

his children will not end up having to be supported by the community.  

 

Meier Bock is also a wealthy man, whose children are small.  His current expenditure is such 

that he can be expected to make efforts for his children's education. He has an Elle 

merchandise trade and also a shop. But he is hardly to be found in the shop because he also 

is travelling every day with his pack of goods and he, like all the other local Jews, is involved 

in the clothes trade, and is considered a Schacherjude.  

 

Finally, we need to confirm that our considerations are not driven by religious hatred but 

rather we consider the societal context and are pleased to recognise the son of Simon Bock, 

Abraham Bock as a citizen.  

 

Signed; mayors and municipal councils. 59  

Samuel Löw’s son, Meyer Bock [24] (1796 – 1865), was an Ellenwarenhandler and banker. He 

ran a very profitable Cessionsgeschäft where legal claims of a creditor were transferred to a 

third person. In 1854 he dealt in ‘Amerikanischen Gold den Dollar’. It is thought that his 

nephew Mayer ‘Junior’ [29] and other members of the family were also involved in this 

business. Meyer and Betty’s son, Emanuel Löb Bock evidently had moved to Frankfurt by 

1866. His entry in the Frankfurt address book locates him in Eckenheimer Landstrasse 4. His 
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occupation Handelsmann.  

 

 
 

 

Jessel/Joseph Bock [28] (6.9.1820 – 16.10.1869) 

 

Jessel was the son of Isaac and grandson of Samuel Löw 

 

On 16th October 1850, he married Johannette/Jeannette Hess (7.12.1820, Windecken – 

4.1.1894, Frankfurt) 

 

She was the daughter of Samuel Hess and Elise (born Schloss) from Windecken. Her sister 

was Auguste who married Maximilian Bier, my great-grandparents (and subject to another 

family history volume).  

 

Jessel’s gravestone is one of the few remaining in the cemetery in Lich. Jeanette’s stone still 

stands in Frankfurt.  

 

  Jessel/Joseph Bock [28] (1820 – 1869), Lich Jewish cemetery 

 

Meyer Bock 1796 -1865  

Official death entry:   

Bock, Meyer Handelsmann aus Lich im  

Großherzogthum Hessen, verheiratet mit  

Bette Mändel, 69 Jahre alt starb dahier  

Altgasse No. 71  

Montag, den 31. Juli 1865, Morgens um 7 Uhr. 

[Frankfurt State archives] 
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Mayer Junior /II Bock [29], (18 April 1820, Lich - 8 May 1881, Frankfurt am 

Main), and Ranchen Bachrach, (9 Dec 1830, Neustadt near Marburg, 

Kurhessen - 4 March 1916, Frankfurt am Main) 

 
 

   
Mayer Bock Junior and Ranchen Bock (née Bachrach) 

  
 

                             

 

Mayer Bock Junior and his son Simon 
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Mayer was a Handelsmann, merchant, and in 1854 was adopted as a local citizen of Lich.  

 

   
Mayer Bock Junior: entry of his citizenship in the Lich Ortsbürger register, 21 December 

185460 

 

Just over one month later, on 31 Jan 1855 when Mayer was 34, he married Ranchen 

Bachrach, who was 25 and came from Neustadt. She was the daughter of Marcus Mordechai 

Bachrach, a Kaufmann, businessman, and Barchen/ Besgen/ Beschen Wallach. As their 

marriage records are in the Lich archives and their witnesses were Jews from Lich, they must 

have got married in Lich.  

 

 
Ranchen Bachrach record of birth61 

 

Ranchen’s signature on her marriage record is firm and indicates that she was well educated. 

Unfortunately, nothing more is known about Ranchen, apart from the fact that she managed 

to have 14 children, most born in very quick succession. Only four died in infancy, which in 

itself is quite a record!  
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Mayer and Ranchen marriage record, with their signatures, 31 Jan 185562 

  

Mayer took over from his father Simon [23], house number 144 (Oberstadt 15). According to 

the Brandkataster in 1861 he insured this 3-storey house with an attached barn for the sum 

of 2,370 Gulden. In 1865, house number 144 passed to Johann Jung.63 

  

Between 1861 and 1864, Mayer rented, and then, in 1864, bought another 3-storey house, 

number 248/75 (Braugasse 9), which included outbuildings, woodshed, barn and a laundry. 

 

Mayer sold house number 248/75 in 1875, presumably around the time he and his family 

left for Frankfurt. He had the privilege of not paying Steuer, council tax. 

 

In turn, both of his houses were used to run his business, and no doubt Mayer must have 

used at least one room as a shop64 from which he dealt in a surprising variety of goods.   

 

In 1862 it is recorded that Mayer ran both an Ellenwaren trade and traded in flour, wool, 

spices, leather, and he also supplied seed. He owned a hardware/chandler shop and across 

the street, a Branntweinzäpfer, a barrel with a tap for selling distilled alcohol. In 1863, Mayer 

expanded and sold ready to wear clothes, in 1864, he traded wholesale in plaster and butter 

and from 1865 to 1868, dealt in small pieces of leather that had been cut out of a bigger 

piece. From 1861 to 1864, he also maintained a village shop in Landsdorf, 3 miles from Lich, 

which dealt in small lengths of material.  

 

It is interesting to see that this was very much a family enterprise. Mayer’s brothers 

Abraham, as recorded in 1861, and Nathan, in 1868, were involved in some of these and also 

other businesses.    

 

Mayer’s increasing prosperity is shown in the Municipal tax records. His taxable capital rose 

dramatically between 1856 and 1874. There were 670 taxable residents of Lich in 1858 and 
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he was in position 65. By 1866 he was in position 20 and was, in both years, the Jew paying 

the highest tax.  

 

According to the memoirs of Alice Goldschmidt, her grandfather, always known as Mayer 

Bock ‘Junior’, founded the firm Mayer Bock Junior, Mühlenfabrikate, Commodity Brokers, 

Corn Merchants. According to Hanno Müller he started this firm in Frankfurt after having left 

Lich. A Mühlenfabrikate deals with products produced by a mill, and Alice stated that the 

firm dealt in grain and flour.  

 

According to the Lich records, the family moved to Frankfurt am Main in 1874/75. The 1877  

Frankfurt address book records him as living in Langestrasse 18 (Parterre, ground floor), and 

his occupation was Kaufmann. His business was carried out in the same building: ‘Bock 

Mayer jun. Mehl en gros. Langestrasse 18’. 

 

Mayer and Ranchen seem to have then moved to Obermainanlage according to their 

granddaughter Alice.  Initially the firm Mayer Bock Jr. operated from their apartment. From 

their balcony overlooking the river Main, Alice remembered that she and her brothers 

watched the Regatta and river traffic.  

 

Mayer died relatively young in 1881, at the age of 61. 

 

Mayer was buried in Frankfurt, Rat Beil Strasse cemetery Block 33, No. 65.  

Ranchen died at the age of 85 and was buried next to her husband. 
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Mayer and Ranchen had 14 children, according to Alice. All were born in Lich, though only 13 

are mentioned in the records. Four of them died in infancy. The first seven children were 

born in house number 144, the same house in which Mayer’s mother had given birth to all 

her children. Mayer and Ranchen’s other children were born in house number 75.  

 

1. Simon (1856-1925) 

2. Adolph (1857 – 1857)  

3. Johanna (1858-1942) 

4. Jacobine (1859 – 1860) 

5. Hilda (1860 - ?)  

6. Emma (1861 -1862) 

7. Nathan (1863-?) 

8. Ida. (1864- ?) 

9. Samuel (1865 – 1866) 

10. Thekla (1867- 1944) 

11. Abraham (1868 - ?)  

12. William (1870-_?)  

13. Moritz/ Moses (1871- ?) 

14. ? Siegfried. Not mentioned in Lich records, not clear if he existed. 

 

Mayer and Ranchen’s children are the first generation of whom there are some 

reminiscences. These were fortunately written down by Alice Goldschmidt, the daughter of 

Simon as well as by Elsbeth Schloessinger and Katie Kallenbach in the next generation. 

Others who contributed their memories are Lieselotte Bier and Beatrice Heymann.  Included 

throughout this account, is information from the official Lich municipal records.  

 

1.Simon. (29 Feb 1856, Lich - 23 Apr 1925, Frankfurt)    

 

From 1861 to 1868, Simon’s father paid both school fees and for his Jewish religious 

instruction. The following letter was written withdrawing Simon from school when he was 

thirteen, presumably after his Barmitzvah. In all likelihood the school was teaching both a 

secular and Jewish curriculum.  Reverend Professor Clemm was, as the second document, 

dated 1865, shows, running the Privat-Schul-Gesellschaft, Private School Society. Both 

documents are held in the Marienstiftsarchiv, Lich and were found by Inge Steul in 2019.  

 

 65    

 

 

Herr Reverend Clemm,  

Lich. Sept. 27, 1868. 

I hereby inform you that my son Simon 

will no longer be attending the local 

boys' institute.  Please kindly use this 

notice as a notice of termination. 

Respectfully, 

Mayer Bock Junior 
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 66 

 

Simon married Bertha Löwenthal, daughter of Mayer (Maier) Löwenthal & Regina Kahn. 

Bertha was born on 17 Dec 1860 in Wiesbaden and died in Frankfurt on 26 Dec 1926; she 

was 66. 

 

They had the following children: 

 1.   Manfred Mayer (1882-1956), father of Edith, Walter, Lieselotte 

2. Julius Jizchak (Pepi), (1883-1975) father of Herbert, Katie  

3. Alice (1888-1982), mother of Elsbeth, Eva, Irma 

 

3. Johanna (3 June 1858, Lich, - 23 Sep 1942, Treblinka) 

 

From 1864 to 1870, Johanna’s father paid both school fees and for her Jewish religious 

instruction.  

 

Johanna married her first cousin Samuel Isaak (Sally) Bock, son of Nathan Bock (1817-1875) 

[27] and Zippora David (remains of their gravestones are in the Lich cemetery).  
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Sally (Samuel Mayer) was born on 16 March 1848, in Lich, Hessen, and died in Frankfurt 

(buried in Rat-Beil cemetery), on 6 Dec 1917.  

 

 
 

Sally was a merchant and Lotterieeinnehmers, lottery collector, in Frankfurt.67 

Sally went to Johannesburg 15 May 1895 and returned to Germany 10 April 1898. He was 

also in Africa from 26 April 1899 – 7 November 1899. 

 

Johanna Bock 

 

When she was forced to adopt ‘Sara’ as her middle name on 9 December 1938 Johanna was 

living in Zeppelinallee 2, Frankfurt. According to the Frankfurt Magistrates Court she was 

‘last living in Wöhlerstraße 6 or 8’.  

 

According to Monica Kingreen, the Jewish nursing home in Wöhlerstraße 6, 8 and 13 was 

opened in 1936.68  The following description of the ‘old age homes’, including the 

Wöhlerstraße home, in the Nazi period, is outlined on the website Jüdische Pflegegeschichte 

(Jewish Nursing History) – Biographien und Institutionen in Frankfurt am Main. 

 

A particularly depressing and shameful chapter concerns the establishment of Jewish 'old 

people's homes' as collective camps in National Socialist Frankfurt. The need for Jewish old 

people's and nursing home places increased, among other things, due to immigration from 

the Hessian surrounding area and the expulsion of younger anti-Semitically persecuted 

persons who had to leave their frail relatives behind - also because of entry restrictions of the 

receiving countries. In addition to the increased use of existing institutions such as the 

Versorgungsanstalt für Israeliten and the Hospital der Israelitischen Krankenkassen, old 

people's homes were also occupied as ghetto houses ('Judenhäuser'). Due to the high 

fluctuation, the homes were often run by staff from outside the profession. 69 

 

Johanna was forced to pay a Judenvermögensabgabe, Jewish property levy of 17,574 

Reichsmark. In addition, under the pretence that she was financing her stay in the old 

people's home, she was forced to sign a ‘home purchase contract’ of 59,520 Reichsmark. 70 

 

On 18 August 1942, at the age of 84, Johanna was deported on transport XII/1, Train Da 503 

from Frankfurt to Theresienstadt/ Terezín. The residents of 10 Jewish nursing homes, a total 

of 1022 people were deported on that date. The elderly from the nursing homes were 
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gathered and taken in trucks to the East wing of the Wholesale Market Hall 

(Grossmarkthalle) and then to train platform 40, from where the passenger trains departed. 

Three mass transports in August and September 1942 deported 3,500 Jews from Frankfurt.  

During this deportation phase, all elderly people over 65 years of age were put on the list, as 

well as wounded and decorated veterans of the First World War with their wives and 

children up to 14 years of age.71  

 

On deportation, in common with other elderly people, Johanna was forced to sign a nursing 

home contract that surrendered her entire wealth; supposedly to pay for accommodation, 

food and care in the Theresienstadt old age homes. Johanna only remained in 

Theresienstadt for a month, as on 23 September 1942 she was taken on transport Bqb 1842 

(with 1980 others) to Treblinka Extermination Camp where she was murdered.72 

                                      

    
Memorial at the Frankfurt Grossmarkthalle, market hall with railway tracks and entrance 

ramp 

 

 
 

  
 

There is an official document in the Lich town archives that was sent from the Jusitz 

Inspector in Frankfurt to inform the Lich Statsamt authorities that Johanna Bock, who was 

born in Lich, has died. The notification is dated 1 September 1955. There is no mention that 

Memorial stone to Johanna Bock  

Neuer Börneplatz Memorial Site, 

Frankfurt 

Memorial at the Frankfurt 

Grossmarkthalle, basement 
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she had been unwillingly deported from Frankfurt, or acknowledgment that her ‘death’ is 

anything other than normal. Significantly the ‘official’ day of death is given as 31 December 

1945, after the ending of the War.  

 73 

Resolution document held in Lich Town archives regarding the ‘death’ of Johanna Bock 

  

Johanna and Sally had the following children (as described by Alice Bock): 

 

1. Elsa (? -1928). Very charming and beautiful according to Alice. Max Braunthal had a 

big dress store on the Zeil and one day Elsa came in with her mother and he fell in 

love with her, and they subsequently married.  The Braunthals had one large room 

full of the ‘most wonderful’ paintings by Max Liebermann.  According to recent 

research regarding the Gurlitt Estate, Max Braunthal married again in France. A 

portrait of Max Braunthal was found in the Gurlitt Estate and the provenance of the 

drawing is still undetermined.74  

 

  Elsa and Max three children:  

1. Erich who studied painting with Max Liebermann who probably made an 

exception to take a student on because Max Braunthal was his friend. Erich 

immigrated to Paris, married there and died very young.   

2. Lotte, who had her mother’s charm and her love and talent for music. 

Emigrated and lived in New York. 

3. Anneliese (28.4.1913, Frankfurt – 11. 2. 1944, Auschwitz). She married 

Herbert Cohen (1901-1944) from Hanover.  They fled to Holland in 1937 and 

were deported in 1943 from Westerbork to Auschwitz. They both were 

declared dead in 1944. Herbert died in Monowitz. The Yad Vashem Page of 

Testimony records Anneliese as being a kindergarten teacher.75 

 

2.  Cecile (1877 -1900), died aged 23.  

3. Bella (1878 – 1879), Hugo’s twin 

4. Hugo Nathan (14. 12. 1878, Frankfurt - 19.4. 1942, Lodz) Lawyer.  Alice wrote that he 

had a very good baritone voice, and the two often sang Duette together. He married 

Martha Kern. Hugo Nathan was deported from Frankfurt am Main, 19 October 1941, 

to Litzmannstadt (Lodz), Ghetto.  
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Johanna and Hugo: Stolpersteine research by members of the Frankfurter Cäcilienchor 

 

After the 200th anniversary of the renowned Cäcilienverein Frankfurt am Main e.V., the 

second oldest lay oratorio choir in Germany, a working group continued their 

commemorative work. They undertook further research into the Jewish members of the 

choir who had been persecuted by the National Socialists. They discovered that Hugo Bock, 

(see below), had, from 1910, been a tenor in the choir. He failed to escape and was 

murdered in 1941. Eventually the choir members managed to contact his descendants in 

California. A decision was made to finance and lay a Stolperstein in association with Initiative 

Stolpersteine Frankfurt in his memory.76  After several delays due to the Coronavirus 

epidemic, artist Gunter Demnig will lay stones in memory of the Choir’s Jewish members. 

This is due to take place in March 2023.  

 

Thanks to the choir’s background research, the memorial for Hugo will include Stolpersteine 

for his mother Johanna, (see below), and his mother-in-law, Rosalie Kern, née Goldschmidt, 

(23.11.1867, - ?, Treblinka) both of whom were also murdered. The location is 

Eschersheimer Landstrasse 69, Hugo’s home until he was forced to move in 1937. 

 

Rosalie Kern was taken with 1017 others on August 18, 1942, on Transport XII/1, No. 407, 

from Frankfurt to Theresienstadt. On September 29, 1942, she was deported from 

Theresienstadt on Transport Bs. No. 1445 to Treblinka. All the 2001 people on that transport 

were murdered. 

 

Hugos’ wife, Martha Lucie Bock, née Kern, (21.10.1893, Frankfurt am Main – 22.5.1972, Los 

Angeles), and their two daughters, Lili Cecilie Bergman, née Bock, (26.10.1913, Frankfurt am 

Main – 14.11.1973, Los Angeles) and Erika Stern, née Bock, (6.11.1918, Frankfurt am Main – 

2.2. 2017, Los Angeles) who managed to escape to the USA, will also be remembered 

alongside Johanna, Hugo and Rosalie. 

 

Most of the additional biographical details for Hugo below are thanks to the extensive 

research in the German archives undertaken by choir members, Monica Zieler and Matthias 

Knoche.  

 

Almost at the same time, unbeknownst to me, members of the Stolpersteine committee in 

Lich were interested in commemorating Johanna, as she had been born there. I had been in 

discussion with them and once the two initiatives were linked, it was decided to lay a stone 

for Johanna in Frankfurt alongside her son and family.  
 

Further information about Hugo Bock:77  

Hugo was an active member of the Cäcilienchor, which he had joined in 1910 as a tenor. His 

wife Martha Kern was listed as a passive member of the choir from 1912. Hugo was 

Memorial stone to Hugo Bock,  

Neuer Börneplatz Memorial Site,  

Frankfurt 
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admitted to the bar at the Frankfurt am Main Regional Court in June 1909, and possessed his 

own legal office from 1912. On 17 June 1924, he was appointed notary public and earned 

the merit of acting as permanent representative in all legal and notarial matters for the 

French Consulate in Frankfurt am Main. 

 

Hugo and Martha had two children: 

a. Lili Cecile, ( 26.10. 1913, Frankfurt – 14.11.1973, Los Angeles), Married Alvin Bergman 

b. Erika, (6.11.1918, Frankfurt – 2.2.1917, Los Angeles), married Hans Stern (Sept 2, 1904, 

Hanau - April 13, 2001, Los Angeles).   

 

In 1933, Hugo was banned from working as a notary and lost his French consulate clients. He 

gave up his office and by 1937 was working from his home at Eschersheimer Landstraße 69. 

Unusually, he only lost his admission to the bar in December 1938, as the authorities 

assumed that he had emigrated. To pay for the emigration of his wife and younger daughter 

Erika to the USA, he sold his flat for a fraction of its value and pawned valuable jewellery. His 

older daughter Lili had already emigrated to the USA in 1935. Erika told her sons that Hugo 

remained in Germany as he spoke no English, was in his mid-60s (regarded as old for that 

time) and wouldn’t be able to work. And, like so many, he believed things would work out.  

 

It is not known when he moved to Liebigstraße 50, his last residence before deportation. On 

29 March 1941, he stated that he was employed by the Frankfurt Jewish Community as a 

canvasser for the Jewish Welfare Service with a net monthly wage of RM 156.24 which just 

covered his stated rental and living expenses of 150.00 RM. 

 

On 19 October 1941 Hugo was transported to the Litzmannstadt (Lodz) ghetto where he was 

either murdered or died from illness and malnutrition on 19 April 1942.   

 

Erika’s sons John and Peter live in Los Angeles with their wives. Peter has two daughters and 

three grandchildren. 

   Passport78  

 

5. Hilda (1860, Lich - ? Frankfurt) 

 

From 1866 to 1871 her father paid for her school fees and Jewish religious instruction. 

Hilda married Siegmund Hammerschlag, a business ‘phantast’ (a dreamer) and they went 

together to South Africa, but Siegmund was ‘not successful’, and they returned to Frankfurt, 
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where Hilda died sometime later.79  Two documents in the Republic of South Africa archives 

relate to Siegmund’s activites in South Africa. They show that in 1887, Siegmund 

Hammerschlag was in partnership with Hilda’s brother Nathan Bock: ‘Illiquid case. Payment. 

L Schultis, S Hammerschlag and Bock versus the Pretoria Gold Mining Company’. The 

documents from 1883 and 1887 refer to Siegmund as the surviving spouse.80 

 

7. Nathan (1863, Lich -?) 

             

Nathan was known as the ‘Spaas onkle’- the fun uncle- who gave the cousins Lieselotte, 

Elsbeth and Katie marzipan.  

 

Nathan married Frieda Cohn in Frankfurt in 1889.  They had three sons: 

1. Paul Mayer studied law and had no children.  

2. Carl/Karl Mayer was ‘talented in everything, especially music’.  

Paul and Carl both went to Brazil, Sao Paulo, (possibly via USA) in late 30’s. Both were 

unmarried and died in Brazil.  

3. Franz entered his father’s Lithographic business. Married Hannie Crailsheimer 

(who committed suicide). Went with Paul to the USA in 1941 where Franz started a 

printing business. His cousin Alice Goldschmidt worked in the business after her 

husband’s death.   

a. One daughter, Ilse, who married Max Levy, (died in 1977). They had one son 

Allan.  

 

It looks like all three sons were living in Wiesbaden. Paul and Franz certainly were made 

citizens on 29 August 1914 and Karl on 12 October 1914. Nathan and Frieda may have been 

in Berlin (1919). 

 

Lieselotte: “Carl loved my sister Edith (his cousin) and she certainly liked him but she had at 

this time (late 20’s early 30’s) probably more serious relationships. Carl came to our flat 

many Friday evenings especially in the 30’s and ‘unsere Therese’ (the housekeeper) really 

liked him, which was most agreeable as when he came there would be excellent roast beef! 

My father also liked him a lot and we saw more of him than any of the other relatives. I think 

this was mainly after my mother had died and Edith and Walter were in South Africa.”   

 

Nathan’s niece Beatrice Heymann (Ida’s daughter) wrote in 2017, 

“I knew Nathan Bock very well, as he came to live with our family after coming to South 

Africa. I remember very clearly how amused the grown-ups were when I saw him for the first 

time. He wore a neatly trimmed small beard, and I whispered to the family, "Look! Uncle 

Nathan forgot to shave this morning!"  He was the one who taught me to read, using the 

signs beside the railway line, the route of our walks most afternoons. I learnt S,T,O,P says 

Stop, and H,A,L,T says Halt, all in a heavy German accent. Uncle Nathan had white hair with a 

white goatee and was the image of General Smuts. On his return from the city, I loved 

hearing him recount how many autographs he had signed J.C.Smuts, so as not to disappoint 

the public who took him to be the General.” 

 

8. Ida. Born 24 May 1864 in Lich and died in Cape Town. 

 

From 1869 to 1874, her father paid for her school fees and Jewish religious instruction. 
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Ida married her sister Hilda’s widower, Siegmund Hammerschlag, two years after Hilda’s 

death.  

 

Ida and Sigmund had 3 children: 

1. Martin (ca1890 -1964) (4 children: Renee, Beatrice, Manfred (1919 – 1971) and 

Sylvia) 

2. Ernst. Unmarried 

3. Hilde.  One son 

 

Lieselotte and the cousins called Ida the “Compass Aunt”, because she always had a compass 

in her bag to make sure that she knew where east was when praying.   

 

Ida’s granddaughter Beatrice Heymann wrote in 2017, “Ida Bock as you know, was my 

grandmother, and the only one of my grandparents that I actually knew. I remember very 

clearly going to visit her each Sunday as a small child, with my parents. It was during the war, 

when most things were difficult to obtain, but my mother kept an unlikely stash of Callard 

and Bowser nougat, just for Granny Ida, and we would take her a box each week. 

  

I remember her wearing a black velvet ribbon around her neck with a cameo in the centre. I 

thought her very stately and dignified, and I was much in awe of her. She would lean 

forward for me to kiss her cheek on arrival, and then I would be allowed to go outside to 

play in the mulberry tree, until it was time to go. I would be called in and Granny Ida would 

again lean forward for me to kiss her cheek in farewell. Not a very intimate relationship. 

 

In our family home in Kenilworth, Cape Town, (called Brackley) we had two matching 

portraits, one each of Ida and Sigmund. I was told that these were painted as the 

engagement portraits of the betrothed couple, as was the custom in those days before 

photography”.  

 

 Martin Hammerschlag with the road names after him 

Katie was in touch with the family and wrote that some or all went back to South Africa, 

married there and Martin was very successful.  He founded Truworths, a large department 

store chain, and for many years was Mayor of Cape Town. The Government named a street 

after him: Martin Hammerschlag Way.  He employed Walter and Herbert when they 

emigrated to South Africa in 1934 (see volume 2).  
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10.Thekla. Born 3 May 1867 in Lich and died November 1944 in London, England  

 

From 1873 to ?, Simon paid for her school fees and Jewish religious instruction. 

Thekla was very religious and was engaged for 10 long years to Judah Bamberger, who 

suffered from consumption. They finally married against the will of the family and he died 

one year later. Four years later she married a very religious widower in Fulda, Mendel 

Wertheim (died in 1950). Mendel had one son Abba (1897- Dec 1981) from his first wife. 

Abba married Steffi Hahn. Two of their children live in Israel and one lives in New York. 

(Source Alice Goldschmidt).  

Lieselotte: “Mendel was a witness, or at least present at our wedding. They were very nice.” 

 

Thekla and Mendel had 2 children: 

 1. Max, (May 25th 1908 - Oct 1977), unmarried, very charming, a poet, whose poems 

were appreciated. (Lieselotte: he loved Edith - wrote poetry and songs but was not 

very fitted to normal commercial life). He survived the war in France (with a girl 

friend?) and then went to the USA where he died. His niece Leah remembered his 

books of poems and beautiful pencil drawings.  

2. Amelie, (1910—June 1978) married Bernard Haber, London, one daughter, Leah, 

married to Moishe Gross, Manchester. 

 

11. Abraham known as Abba (1868, Lich -?)    

 

His residence was given as "Africa" and therefore had permission to annul his voluntary 

military service. (Lich records)  

 

He also went to South Africa and then must have gone to the USA (?). He married Aline, and 

they had a daughter Irene.  Irene married Sam Isaacs, and they called their daughter Aline, 

who married and lived in New York City. No children.  

 

12. William (1870, Lich -?) of whom nothing is known. In 1889 it was noted that he had 

permission to annul his voluntary military service. (Lich records)  

 

13. Moritz (probably Moses) (1871, Lich -?).  

 

Alice referred to him as the youngest son and remembered that he was always sickly in bed 

and died rather young. Lieselotte wondered if this is incorrect and Moritz was the ‘missing’ 

14th child, especially given this 1891 record in the Lich archives: In 1891 it was noted that 

Moses, a merchant in Frankfurt had permission to annul his voluntary military service.  
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     Johanna Bock                                    

 

     
Nathan Bock                                       Ida Bock                                      Hilde Bock 

                                                  

    Thekla Bock   
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Simon Bock (29 February 1856 - 23 April 1925) and Bertha Löwenthal (17 

December 1860 - 26 December 1927) 

 
Simon Bock was born in Lich in house number 144 at 10pm.  

 

 
Entry in birth register for Simon Bock (28.2.1856) notified and signed by his father, Mayer 

Bock junior.81  

 

Simon’s daughter, Alice recounted how the family moved from Lich, (in 1874/75 according to 

the Lich records) and the 'house of the green shutters’ to Frankfurt where the family 

business grew considerably. As Alice relates, in 1881 her grandfather Meyer died relatively 

young, and his son, her father Simon, then aged 25, assumed responsibility for his younger 

brothers and sisters. As the oldest son, he conducted the business with his mother.  
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Simon Bock 

 

    
 

     
  1911                                                                1912 
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  Bertha Bock 

 

  
Alice, Bertha (in a fabulous hat) and Simon Bock 

 

In 1876, it was noted in the Lich records that Simon, now a Kaufmann, merchant in 

Frankfurt, was dauernd unbrauchbar, continuing useless!82   

 

On April 8, 1881, Simon Bock was discharged from the Grand Ducal Federation of Subjects to 

become a Prussian citizen in Frankfurt am Main. The letterhead was Mayer Bock jun. 

Mühlenfabrikate, Frankfurt a. M. and the character reference or certificate of good 

behaviour reads: It is hereby certified that nothing bad can be said about Simon Bock, native 

of Lich, resident of Frankfurt. Mühlenfabrikate translates as products manufactured in mills.  

The company were corn merchants/ brokers/negotiators and according to Simon’s daughter 

Alice, the company was profitable and respected. They dealt mainly in grain (rye, wheat etc.) 

and soya beans from South America. About 10 people were employed in the firm. 
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Application from Simon Bock, to change his national status from Hessian (Hessen-

Darmstadt (Lich)) to Prussian (Preussen (Frankfurt)) 8th April 188183 

 

Simon married Bertha Löwenthal, daughter of Mayer (Maier) Löwenthal and Regina Kahn on 

7 August 1881. Born on 17 Dec 1860 in Wiesbaden. Bertha died in Frankfurt/Main, on 26 Dec 

1926; she was 66. 

 

They had the following children: 

1. Manfred Mayer (1882-1956) 

2. Julius Jizchak (Pepi) (1883-1975) 

3. Alice (1888-1982) 

 


































































































































































































